BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

“You have a place here! Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love.
Here and now God dwells in all of our lives, bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

TODAY WE CELEBRATE
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
9:00 Am on Sunday, February 2, 2020
Holy Communion Worship
Pr. Dave Johnson, presiding

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah,
they are those who do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with God.
For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom
in the weakness of the cross.
For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek,
the merciful, the pure in heart,
the peacemakers, those who mourn,
and those who hunger for righteousness.
In baptism we find our blessed identity
and calling in this countercultural way
of living and serving.

ALL ARE WELCOME
The family of Bethany hopes that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy.
If you are visiting today, you are invited to the Communion Table.
As Christians of the Reformation tradition, we believe that the Sacrament of the Altar is
the Real Presence of Christ’s body and blood, instituted by Christ Himself as a sign of
unity. All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive the Sacrament of
Holy Communion by intinction—the dipping of the wafer into the wine when the chalice is
offered. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. The assembly is to line up down
center aisle and return to seats by side aisles.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY
Minister/Leaders speak regular print—Congregation speaks bold print
Arrow directives indicate the following:

THE GATHERING

__

 stand if able  be seated

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation


Welcome and Greeting

 Prayers and Praises
 Invocation
We gather together in the name of the Father,
the † Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

 Hymn of Gathering
“
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” (page 15)

 Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and beloved one,
the Spirit moving over the waters.
Amen.

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession,
trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
God who searches us and knows us,
you have shown us what is good,
but we have looked to other lights to find our way.
We have not been just in our dealings with others.
We have chosen revenge over mercy.
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We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you.
With what shall we come before you?
Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation
in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit that is from God,
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.
Receive the promise of baptism: You are God’s child; † your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.
Amen.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

 Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise

Prayer of the Day
Holy God,
you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom
to the lowly and the pure in heart.
Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice,
and perseverance in striving for peace,
that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE WORD

___

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
A reading from Micah, Chapter 9, verses 1-4
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the
hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you
enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done to you? In what
have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and
redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what
Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that
you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will
the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)
Let us read responsively Psalm 15
O Lord, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,
and speak the truth from their heart;
who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends,
nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;
in whose eyes the wicked are despised,
but who honor those who fear the Lord;
who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
A reading from 1 Corinthians, Chapter 1, verses 18-31
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the
one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers
and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things
that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your
life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 Children’s Message
 Gospel Acclamation
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God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 4, verses 12-23
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. “Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when
people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life
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 Hymn of the Day
“Where Cross the Crowded Way of Life” vs. 1-4 (page 16)

 The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 Installation of Council Members
The following people have been elected to positions of leadership.
We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into
the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God;
we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life
and our mutual mission as a congregation.
A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.
You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to
God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church.
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning,
witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving,
that the Spirit who empowers you may be glorified.
You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony,
and mutual understanding in this congregation.
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices
to which you have been elected?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
People of God, I ask you:
Will you support these, your elected leaders,
and will you share in the mutual ministry
that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace,
that you may be faithful servants of Christ.
Amen.

 Prayers of Intercession
Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need. (A brief silence)
God of liberation, you set your people free to serve others.
Embolden your church, that we seek justice for the oppressed,
share generously your lovingkindness, and live humbly together.
Unite us as one people under the foolishness of the cross.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of the universe, your care is evident everywhere—
from the foundations of the earth to the summit of the tallest mountains.
Reconcile all of creation to itself and repair the environmental destruction
caused by human carelessness and greed.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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God of the nations, you desire peace and justice among all people.
Deliver us from systems of fear that seek to divide us.
Guide our local and national leaders.
May their decisions empower and serve
the needs of the poor and the disenfranchised.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of the oppressed, you raise up the lowly and comfort those in despair.
We lift up to you all who are victims of exploitation, discrimination, and greed.
We pray for those who are suffering in any way this day.
We pray especially for — Larry Raiche, Dennis, Don Gattra, Dick, Tom Temple,
Kristin Underhill, Spencer Underhill, Mike, Theresa, Erick Schultz, Tony Solda,
Ron Arnold, Terry, Kierstin, Jen, Arlene Coulter, Dan Gyselinck,
Paula Conery, Ryan Dedo, Blake Sternhagen, Jean Guldswog,
those who have received prayer shawls and are in need of comfort,
those who have requested special prayers through our website,
and others that we now name silently or aloud. (brief silence)
In every situation help them to know you are with them always.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of love, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to earth in the form of a baby,
whose presentation in the temple we celebrate today.
Fill our own house of worship with your presence,
that all who enter may encounter Christ.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We offer our own prayers to You, either silently or aloud.
(other intercessions may be offered)

God of life, we give you thanks for all those who have died in the faith.
Thank you for the examples of our ancestors and
the saints who have gone before us.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask,
we bring these prayers before you, believing in your saving grace
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Greet those seated near you with love and the sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

 Offering and Presentation of the Gifts
January—March Mission ~ World Hunger
Special envelopes available—(make checks to Bethany Lutheran Church)



Offertory Prayer

God of wonder,
you formed us in our mother’s womb,
and from mother earth you bring forth this bread and wine.
We place them on your table,
together with our lives and all that you have made.
Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit.
We wait for your mercy; we long for your peace;
we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life.
Amen.

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places offer thanks and praise to You,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

 Invitation To Communion
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table of mercy and joy.

 Distribution of Communion and Canticle
(Sung to the melody of “O God Our Help in Ages Past”)



Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Post Communion Prayer

Faithful God,
you have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation.
Now send your servants forth in peace,
that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope that is ours
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

 Hymn of Sending
“On What Has Now Been Sown” (page 17)


Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

 Announcements
Anyone is welcome to announce any upcoming events or share thoughts of interest



Dismissal

Go in peace. Let your light shine.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

Thank you to Mark Anderson and Bill Rice
for their dedication as
President and Vice President
for the past few years.
2020 slate of council members
on page 18.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Lector: Orice Walters
Prayer Assistant: Orice Walters
Communion Assistant: Diane Gendron
WELCOME 2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Erv Sparapani is our new Council President; Ray Anderson is our new Vice President
and continues to be our Treasurer; Kathy Hart is our new Secretary; Sally Borga; Mike
Randall and Vicki Underhill
CROSSROADS SLEDDING PARTY
Join us on Sunday, February 23 for a Crossroads Sledding Party, beginning at 3:00 pm.
Please check the sign up sheet to see all that’s available and sign up to participate.
BETHANY SECRETARY NEEDED
Since Linda is retiring, we are looking to hire a new secretary. If you are interested in
applying, please email your resume to the church office at
bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com or Pr. Dave at ftp565@yahoo.com or you can drop off
your resume in the church office. Any questions, call the church office at 563-8472
and leave a message.
CROSSROADS ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE—APRIL 24-25, 2020

Crossroads Annual rummage sale is happening in April. Start
cleaning out your closets, basements, garages and be ready to
donate your items to help support Crossroads and its missions.!

Bethany Lutheran Church
December 2019
Monthly
Income

Monthly
Expenses

+/-

YTD
Income

YTD
Expenses

+/-

Balance
Sheet

$7,800.07

$8997.68

-$1,197.61

$94,058.89

$101,075.95

-$7017.06

$45,602.21
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BETHANY CALENDAR OF SERVICES AND EVENTS
Bethany meetings and events are posted on the
homepage of www.norwaybethany.org

Sun, Feb 2

4th Sunday after Epiphany, Pr. Dave Johnson presiding
9:00 am Worship
Ladies Guild Meeting following worship
10:00 am Sunday school
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship

Mon, Feb 3

10:30 am Prayer Shawl Sisters

Tue, Feb 4

9:00 am Community Coffee
9:00 am Cover Girls
5:30 pm Social Night at Oak Crest Golf Club

Wed, Feb 5

6:00 pm Confirmation

Thu, Feb 6

7:00 am Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
6:30 pm Pub theology at Big Ten

Sun, Feb 9

5th Sunday after Epiphany, Pr. Dave Johnson presiding
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday school
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship

Mon, Feb 10

10:30 am Prayer Shawl Sisters

Tue, Feb 11

9:00 am Community Coffee
9:00 am Cover Girls
6:30 Council Meeting — New Date and Time

Wed, Feb 12

6:00 pm Confirmation

Thu, Feb 13

7:00 am Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
6:30 pm Pub theology at Big Ten
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BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
Ministers
Church Address
Pastor
Pastor’s Hours
Emergency Phone
Pastor’s Email
Office Secretaries
Office Hours
Office Phone
Office Email
Website

All the members of this Body of Christ
130 O’Dill Dr., Norway, MI 49870
Pr. David Johnson
Mon & Thurs—10:00 am—12 pm and by appointment
651-769-3365
ftp565@yahoo.com
Linda Hawkinson; Assistant Secretary-Andrea Anderson
Mon & Thurs-9am-12pm; Tue & Wed—flex time, call first
906-563-8472
bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
www.norwaybethany.org

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SERVE AS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY . . .
Leader

Pr. Dave Johnson

Greeters/Ushers
Lector

Kathy Hart

Prayer Assistant

Kathy Hart

Communion Assistant

Pat Losey

Music—Synthia
Altar Guild

Leslie Randall
ALTAR FLOWERS
In Memory of Don Anderson
By Ray & Andrea Anderson and family

Altar flower sign up forms at front entry - $15 per bouquet (checks: Bethany Ladies Guild)
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