BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love,
Here and now God dwells tn all of our Lives,
bears our stins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 am Sunday, September 13, 2026

Pastor David Johnson

TODAYS REFLECTION

In today’s second reading Paul questions
why we judge one another, since we all
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we
do sin against one another, and Jesus’
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven
times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When
we hear the words of forgiveness in
worship and sign ourselves with the cross,
we are renewed in baptism to be signs of
reconciliation in the world.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation
v  Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“Change My Heart O God” page 9

A  Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence for Reflection

Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world
and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.



A Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

Vv  God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSVUE)
The First Reading is from Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in
the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to
them.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

V¥V  God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSVUE)
Psalm 103:8-13

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.

He does not deal with us according to our sins nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those
who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our
transgressions from us.

As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those

who fear him.



Vv  God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSVUE)
The Second Reading is from Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who
eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment
on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the
Lordis able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike.
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it for
the Lord. Also, those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those
who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are
the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the
dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Vv Children’s Sermon

A God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSVUE)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 18:21-35
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, |
tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him, and as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be
sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and



forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what
you owe.” Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would
pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! [ forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?” And
in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

v Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

v  Hymn of the Day
“Let There Be Peace On Earth” page 10

A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

A  Prayers of the Church

Reminded of God'’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.
A brief silence

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead
us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care
for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power

entrusted to them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any
who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need (especially those we
name before you now). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each
of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember
all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen

A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

V  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts
Mission Designation July-September—Feed America-Good Samaritan

V¥  Offering Praver

God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Vv  The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

v Invitation and Distribution of Communion

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
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3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our  knees;
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sun, 0] Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual




v  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in His grace until He comes again. In the name of the Father,
and of the 1 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Vv  Post Communion Prayer

Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

v (Closing Hymn

“I'm So Glad” page 11

v Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the T Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Change My Heart, O God
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Mold me and make  me; this is what 1 pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa

Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services
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Let There Be Peace On Earth

Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
Let there be peace on earth
The peace that was meant to be
With God as our Father
Brothers all are we
Let me walk with my brother
In perfect harmony

Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now
With ev'ry step I take
Let this be my solemn vow
To take each moment
And live each moment
In peace eternally
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me

CCLI Song # 93690
Jill Jackson | Sy Miller
© 1955. Renewed 1983 Jan - Lee Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11270064



I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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I'm SO glad

Je-sus lift-ed me.

Sa - tan had me bound,

Je-sus lift-ed me,

When I was in trou - ble,
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual
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Je - sus lift - ed me.
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice130@gmailcom
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:30 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room
Thursday 11:00 am Women's Bible Study in Conference Room
6:30 Pub Theology

Copyright Permissions:

e  From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211

e  Onelicense.net License #A-722709

e  CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064

e New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.




