
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

22ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

9:00 am Sunday, October 20, 2024 

 

Pastor Dave Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

Today’s gospel starts with disciples 
obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, 
leading to Jesus teaching his followers about 
God’s take on importance and power. Here 
Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of 
values in God’s community is a direct 
challenge to the values of the dominant 
culture, where wielding power over others 
is what makes you great. When we pray 
“your kingdom come” we are praying for an 
end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this 
gathered around the cross, a sign of great 
shame transformed to be the sign of great 
honor and service. 
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Will You Come And Follow Me”  page 9 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 

The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes. 
In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. 

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 

Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

God promises to forgive our iniquity 
and to remember our sin no more. 

By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of, † Jesus Christ, 
the source of eternal healing, 

your sins are forgiven    Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Sovereign God, 
you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape us into willing 

servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Isaiah 53:4-12 

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck 
down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a 
perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from 
the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. They made his grave with the wicked 
and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin, he 
shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. Out of 
his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my 
servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will allot him a 
portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to 
death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors.  

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 





 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  

Psalm 91:9-16 
 

Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place, 
no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. 

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 

You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion  
and the serpent you will trample under foot. 

Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name. 
When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble,  

I will rescue them and honor them. 
With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation. 
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Hebrews 5:1-10 
 

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their 
behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, 
since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as 
well as for those of the people. And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when 
called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but 
was appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says 
also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” In the days of 
his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a 
Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek.   
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
 

 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 10:35-45 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
    

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for 
you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They replied, “We are 
able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and 
said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord 
it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among 
you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 

 

 Hymn of the Day 

“Make Me A Servant”,  page 10 
 



 5 

 

 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  


         Prayers of the Church 
 

Let us intercede before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the sake of the Church, the world, and one 
another. 

A brief silence 
Father, thank you for the wealth and pleasures we have. Help us not get too attached to them. Thank you for 
Jesus’ hard words and loving example. Help us stay forever attached to him.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Make your Church rich in faith, generosity, humility, compassion, and witness. Make it poor in pride, heresy, 
ingratitude, and fearfulness. Fill it with your Spirit. Conform it always to Christ, your righteous Suffering 
Servant, and our great High Priest.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Increase the faith, hope, and joy of your persecuted Church. Let the radiance of its faithful witness illuminate 
the hearts of its foes with your divine mercy.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Protect our congregation from being tempted to cling to treasures instead of sharing them, to your glory and 
for the benefit of our neighbors. Help us to prefer nothing whatsoever to Christ.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

We pray young adults in our congregation and community. Let them not be preoccupied with possessions or 
prestige, but seek to please you each day in self-forgetful service and love.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

We remember before you the poor of the earth, that their suffering might be eased. We pray for the wealthy 
and powerful, that they may use their gifts wisely and generously. Lead the rulers of the nations in the 
pathway of your commandments. Teach everyone to find true contentment in seeking and doing your will.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Thank you for all who stand between us and the threatening dangers of this world. Keep them faithful, true, 
and bold. Help them to heal rifts caused by violence and suspicion. Use their gifts to protect justice and 
freedom. Strengthen them when they falter; support their loved ones; and bring them home safely and soon.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that all who suffer find hope and refreshment in Jesus’ mercy. We pray this day especially for those we 
name before you now (either in silence or out loud).  We also plead on behalf of the poor, homeless, and 
unemployed. Give them the resources and courage they need to succeed. Let us display caring hearts, sound 
judgment, and practical assistance. Together let us flourish, and serve and glorify you.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Thank you, dear Father, for receiving all who have died in the covenant of their Baptism. Keep us always in 
that covenant. Help us to encourage one another and bear each other’s burdens. Help us to guide our 
neighbor into Jesus’ presence. Together with all of your redeemed people of every time and place, let us 
forever rejoice in your goodness, and see you face to face.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Incline your ear to our prayers, dear Lord; and answer them according to your most gracious and holy will, 

for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you.  

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

October—December Mission Designation  ~  Adopt-A-Family/Senior 
 
 

  Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, 
source of every gift of your creation. 

By these gifts and with our lives, 
help us to serve one another and all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 




 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:    
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses,  
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as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, forever and ever.    
Amen. 





 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

 
Jesus welcomes you to this table.   

Come, here is your God. 
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  Post Communion Blessing  
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again. 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Holy God, 
you have welcomed us to this meal 

and fed us with dignity at your table. 
Send us now to welcome others 

and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

Amen. 

 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 
 

“Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service”  page 11 
 
 

Announcements 

 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
 
 
 

Go in peace.  Follow Jesus.   
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Will You Come and Follow Me 
The Summons 
 

1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 
 

3 "Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 
 

4 "Will you love the you you hide 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 
 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound 
 in you and you in me?" 
 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 
 

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
 www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 


