
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

25TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

9:00 am Sunday, November 10, 2024 

 

Pastor Dave Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

Widows are visible everywhere in 
today’s readings. Jesus denounces those 
scribes who pray impressive prayers but 
devour widows’ houses. He commends 
the poor widow who in his view gave far 
more than the major donors. Jesus 
doesn’t see her simply as an object of 
compassion or charity. She, like the 
widow of Zarephath who shares her last 
bit of food with Elijah, does something of 
great importance. 
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“This Is My Father’s World”  page 9 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
our refuge, our delight, 

our beginning and our end.  Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us 
and has freed us from our sin. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 

and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 

that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 

and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 

swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are, †  forgiven 

and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 

and rejoice in your salvation.    Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God, 
you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to 

share in the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 

 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from 1 Kings 17:8-16 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, 
and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” So he set out and went to 
Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he 
called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” As she was 
going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” But she 
said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a 
little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it 
for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and 
do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards 
make something for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of 
meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain 
on the earth.” She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate 
for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the 
word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  

Psalm 146 
 

The Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish. 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 

who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.  
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the Lord loves the righteous. 

The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow,  
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord! 
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Hebrews 9:24-28 
 

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but 
he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it 
to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with 
blood that is not his own; for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the 
foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to 
remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and 
after that the judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.   

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
 

 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 12:38-44 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
    

As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and 
places of honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say 
long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”  He sat down opposite the 
treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in 
large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a 
penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 
put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, 
all she had to live on.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 
 

 Hymn of the Day 

“Come, You Thankful People, Come”,  page 10 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  

 

         Prayers of the Church 
 

Let us intercede before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the sake of the Church, the world, 
and one another. 

A brief silence 
 

Father, sometimes it’s hard to trust that you will provide what we truly need. Whether we face 
a personal crisis, a regional weather catastrophe, or a time of national uncertainty or strife, 
we’re more apt to trust Ben Franklin’s line that “God helps those who help themselves!” Help us 
to cast all our cares on you. Help us to be generous to others in need, even when we feel the 
pinch. Help us to commend ourselves, one another, and our whole lives to you.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Adorn your whole church in the loveliness of faith, hope, and charity. Let its words and deeds 
show Jesus to the world. Use it to enrich the empty-hearted, the broken-hearted, and the hard-
hearted with the generosity, forgiveness, and grace of your dear Son, who gave himself for their 
salvation.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Give strength and healing to everyone who is persecuted on account of their faith in Jesus. Fill 
them with your unfailing and gracious presence. By their witness, soften the hearts of all who 
hate your Son and his followers, until the whole world is united in praising him.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Sometimes we’re afraid to be generous as we look at rising costs and shrinking offerings! Grant 
bold trust and wise generosity to the people of this congregation, dear Lord. Give us wisdom 
and ingenuity to find creative and faithful ways of sharing the blessings – material and spiritual 
– you’ve lavished upon us.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We ask your blessing upon our nation; upon all newly-elected leaders; and upon all who may 
be called upon to serve their country in a new administration. Pour out upon them, and on us 
all, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and fear of the Lord, 
and joy in your presence. Help us to do your will in ways small and great, knowing that in so 
doing, we glorify you and build up all your people, here and throughout the world.  Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless, heal, comfort, and cheer all who suffer and cry to you for help, especially for those we 
name before you now (either in silence or out loud).  Give them grace to cast all their cares on 
you, trusting that you care for them.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Eternal Father, your mercy is great toward all who fear, trust, and love you. Thank you for 
keeping our beloved dead safely in your eternal care. Keep us there, too, we humbly pray. Help 
us to cling to Jesus with one hand, and to reach out to a neighbor in need with the other. By 
your grace, lead us to your eternal home, where with all whom Jesus has redeemed by his 
Cross, death, and resurrection, we will rejoice in your amazing grace and lavish love forever.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For Jesus’ sake, dear Father, graciously hear and generously answer our fervent petitions, to 
your glory and for the benefit off for whom we pray.   Amen. 

 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

October—December Mission Designation  ~  Adopt-A-Family/Senior 
 
 

  Offering Prayer 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 

and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 

that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name.  Amen.

 

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:    
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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  The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, forever and ever.    
Amen. 

 

 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

Behold, God is making all things new. 
Take your place in the new creation. 
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  Post Communion Blessing  
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again. 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 
 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 

in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 

in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    
Amen. 

 
 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  




 Closing Hymn 

“Praise And Thanksgiving”  page 11 
 
 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
 
 
 

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.   
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 


