
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

26TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

9:00 am Sunday, November 17, 2024 

 

Vicar Sarah Sleeter 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

November begins with All Saints Day and 
ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate 
Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that 
the readings today tell of the final 
resurrection and the end time. In the 
turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that 
these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews 
sounds a note of confident trust. Christ 
makes a way for us where there is no way, 
and we walk it confidently, our hearts and 
bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting 
the one who has promised forgiveness. The 
more we see the last day approaching, the 
more important it is to meet together to 
provoke one another to love. 
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”  page 9 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
our refuge, our delight, 

our beginning and our end.  Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us 
and has freed us from our sin. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 

and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 

that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 

and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 

swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are, †  forgiven 

and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 

and rejoice in your salvation.    Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, 
your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith to be steadfast amid the 
tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will is done through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen. 
 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Daniel 12:1-3 
“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be 
a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at 
that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. Many of 
those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the 
sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  

Psalm 16 
 

Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.” 

As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. 
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;  

their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names upon my lips. 
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage. 
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 

I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. 
For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy;  
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25 
 

And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 
sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting 
“until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are sanctified.[ And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for 
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after saying, “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” he also adds, “I will 
remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of these, 
there is no longer any offering for sin.] 
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through 
his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 
our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
 

 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 13:1-8 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
    

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large 
stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? 
Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all 
these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that 
no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead 
many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take 
place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the 
beginning of the birthpangs. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 
 

 Hymn of the Day 

“Be Not Afraid”,  page 10 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 

catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  



         Prayers of the Church 
 

Let us intercede before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the sake of the Church, the world, 
and one another. 

A brief silence 
Father, we don’t want to hear about persecution, judgment, and destruction! Kindle our hearts, 
fortify our minds, strengthen our spirits, steel our sinews. Unite us to Jesus, so that we stand 
strong even in the most difficult trials. Give us your Spirit, to desire and do your holy will.  Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless your Church. You have promised that, though temples made by human hands may be 
destroyed, your Temple of living stones shall abide forever. Purify, preserve, and provide for it 
through your Holy Spirit. Unite it to your Son, its Cornerstone and Head. Make it a house of 
prayer for all nations.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You foretold times of persecution for those who proclaim you as Lord and follow you as Savior. 
Shield, strengthen and bless all who endure such fiery trials. Help us to remember them in 
prayer, to stand with them in witness, and to provide tangible help for their physical needs.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Perfect the faith of this congregation, so that we are bold to approach the throne of grace with 
our prayers and supplications. Conform us to your mind and your likeness. Use us to bring your 
forgiveness, life, and salvation to those who are estranged from you.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Help us to identify, encourage, and mentor future pastors and theologians. Touch and kindle 
them with a passion to proclaim your Son, crucified and risen from the dead to bestow 
forgiveness unto eternal life, to the people who need your strong Word the most.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless and guide all the peoples of this world. Let them put their trust not in any earthly ruler 
but in your wise governance and gracious commands. Teach us how to live at peace with one 
another; to care for the poor and vulnerable in our midst; and to work for the common good, in 
accordance with your will.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In troubled times, good men and women must stand in harm’s way to defend life and liberty. 
Guide and strengthen them. Let their labors be a blessing to many. Help us to honor all who 
have served, especially those who have sacrificed the most on our behalf.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Your dear Son is the Resurrection and the Life. Grant healing to all who suffer, and give them a 
foretaste of his victory over death.  Especially we pray for those we name before you now (either 
in silence or out loud). Bless all caretakers with skill, patience, and compassion. Re-establish 
bonds of affection and fellowship that have been unraveled by sickness or sorrow.  Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, we entrust our departed loved ones into your care. We ask you to guard and guide us 
safely through this earthly life. Make us confident that we can always turn to you with all our 
needs and cares. Raise us up on the last day, with all whom you have redeemed. Let us join the 
chorus of adoration and praise to you: for with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you are our joy, 
our delight, and our eternal inheritance.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For Jesus’ sake, dear Father, graciously hear and generously answer our fervent petitions, to 
your glory and for the benefit off for whom we pray.    Amen. 

 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 

 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

October—December Mission Designation  ~  Adopt-A-Family/Senior 
 
 

  Offering Prayer 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 

and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 

that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name.  Amen. 





 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:    
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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  The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, forever and ever.    
Amen. 



 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

Behold, God is making all things new. 
Take your place in the new creation.. 
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  Post Communion Blessing  
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again. 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 
 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 

in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 

in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    
Amen. 

 
 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  




 Closing Hymn 

“When Peace, Like A River”  page 11 
 
 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
 
 
 

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.   
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 


