BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love,
Here and now God dwells tn all of our Lives,
bears our stins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

27TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 am Sunday, November 24, 2024

Pastor Dave Johnson
TODAY’S REFLECTION

Even after Israel had experienced the
vagaries of kings, the people still longed
for a true king to set things right. He
would have the king’s title of Anointed
One (Messiah); he would be the “one like
a human being” (Son of Man) given
dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is
given these titles, even though he is
nothing like an earthly king. His
authority comes from the truth to which
he bears witness, and those who
recognize the truth voluntarily listen to
him. We look forward to the day he is
given dominion, knowing his victory will
be the nonviolent victory of love.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation

v  Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn

“Thine Is The Glory”, page 9

A  (Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 1+ one God,
our refuge, our delight,
our beginning and our end. Amen.

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us
and has freed us from our sin.

Silence for Reflection

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,
we confess that sin has taken hold of us
and we are complicit in its power.
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest.
Unbind us and set us free.
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth,
that we may live just and generous lives
for the good of your world
and the care of our neighbors,
following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true:
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross,
swallowing up death forever.

For his sake, you are, T forgiven
and God remembers your sin no more.
Let your heart be glad again,
and rejoice in your salvation. Amen.



A Prayer of the Day 3

Almighty and ever-living God,
you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the
people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and
gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The First Reading is from Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
As [ watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing was
white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its
wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A
thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. As [ watched in the night visions, [ saw
one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and
was presented before him. To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

v God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)

Psalm 93
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.

He has established the world; it shall never be moved;

your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting.

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice;

the floods lift up their roaring.
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters,
more majestic than the waves of the sea, majestic on high is the Lord!
Your decrees are very sure; holiness befits your house, O Lord, forevermore.

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The Second Reading is from Revelation 1:4-8

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who
was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom,



priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced
him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the
Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)
The Holy Gospel according to John 18:33-37
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am [? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed
you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world.
If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that [ am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

v Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

v  Hymn of the Day
“Crown Him With Many Crowns”, page 10

A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




A  Prayers of the Church

Let us intercede before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the sake of the Church, the world,
and one another.

A brief silence

Father, “though the eyes made blind by sin thy glory may not see,” even so, give us eyes to see
Jesus. Give us ears to hear his word of Truth resounding in halls of power. Give us lips to
proclaim him as Savior and King of the universe. Give us hearts to adore him. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

You have made your Son King of creation and head of your holy Church. Bind the Church to
Christ with cords of love. Make it unswerving in faith, radiant in holiness, and bold in witness.
Use it to draw all people to his Cross, there to acclaim him as Lord, King, and Savior. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

You have made your Son fairer than the sparkling stars on high. Let the light of his love bring
joy to all Christians who suffer for naming Jesus as Lord. May that same light illumine and
cleanse the darkness in the hearts of their tormentors. Help us to remember them in prayer, to
stand with them in witness, and help them however we can. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

You have made your Son our Savior and Lord. Fill the people of this congregation with your
Holy Spirit, so that in all we say and do, among all people we encounter, we acclaim Jesus Christ
as Son of God and Son of man. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You have made your Son fairer than sunlight, moonlight, and sparkling stars on high. Give to all
who love the beauty of creation a deeper love for the uncreated light and supernal beauty of
your Son, the Word by which all worlds were made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You have made your Son Lord of the nations. By your Holy Spirit, conform the hearts of rulers
and people to the heart of Christ; and let his peace reign undisturbed in every land. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

You have made your Son our light, joy, and crown. Let his strong saving love accompany those
who serve our country, here and abroad. Fill them with honor, courage, and wisdom. Bring
them home in safety when their task is done. Heal and strengthen the wounded. Help them all
to transition well into civilian life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You have made your Son fairer than woodlands, meadows, and flowers of blooming spring. Let
his beauty, healing, and compassion cause all sorrowing hearts to sing. Especially this day we
pray for those we name before you now (either in silence or out loud). Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.



Most gracious Father, you have made your Son shine more brightly than the angels of heaven.
We thank you for the lives of the faithful departed, who already see his glory face to face. Fill us
with such faith and love that, in your good time, we shall join them in singing, “Glory and honor,
praise, adoration, now and forever more be thine.” Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For Jesus’ sake, dear Father, graciously hear and generously answer our fervent petitions, to
your glory and for the benefit off for whom we pray. Amen.

A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

v  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

October—December Mission Designation ~ Adopt-A-Family/Senior

v Offering Praver

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup,
you offered yourself in love for the world,
and in this meal you nourish us with your life.
Fill us with your abundance,
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger,
trusting in your name. Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Vv  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

v Invitation and Distribution of Communion

Behold, God is making all things new.
Take your place in the new creation..

Let Us Break Bread Together
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAL BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual



Vv  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

v Post Communion Praver

Faithful God,
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink
in the body and blood of your Son.
Now send us out to labor with you,
in service to the world you have made,
and among the people you have made your home,
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

v  Closing Hymn
“We Are Marching In The Light Of God”, page 11

v Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time.

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the 1 Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Thine Is the Glory
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Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759
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Crown Him with Many Crowns
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
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We Are Marching in the Light of God

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...
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Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SivaHamBa, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin, Walton Music Corp.
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Service Assistant to advance projected bulletin slides
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room

Thursd
urseay 10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study in Conference Room
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