
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 

3:00 pm Saturday, January 25, 2025 

 

Pastor Dave Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading 
of scripture. People stand at 
attention. People weep. People 
prostrate themselves in prayer. The 
unity of the church is another 
reflection of God’s glory. Most 
gloriously, the promises of God are 
fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. 
Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the 
glory of God. 
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Take My Life That I May Be“, page 9 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.   Amen. 

 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts,  
let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 

Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 
we resist your call to oppose injustice; 

we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. 

Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. 
Show us your lovingkindness. 

Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways.   Amen.  

 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” 
In † Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 

live anew as beloved children of God.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Blessed Lord God, 
you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people. 

Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, 
comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of 

eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe 
Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the 
priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear 
with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the 
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men 
and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive 
to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was 
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the 
ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn 
or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, 
‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.’ 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  

Psalm 19 
To the leader. A Psalm of David.  The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament 
proclaims his handiwork.  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares 
knowledge.   
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes 
out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom from his 
wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy.   
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Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing 
is hidden from its heat. 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making 
wise the simple;  
the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is 
clear, enlightening the eyes;  
the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether.  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter 
also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.   
But who can detect their errors?  Clear me from hidden faults.   
Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over 
me.  Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.   
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my 
rock and my redeemer. 

 

 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot were to say, ‘Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged 
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where 
would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the 
hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the 
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members 
of the body that we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members 
do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior 
member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same 
care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honoured, all rejoice together with it. 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, 
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more 
excellent way. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
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 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 4:14-21 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was 
praised by everyone.  When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written:  ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  And he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 
on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 
 

 Hymn of the Day 
 

“Bind Us Together”,  page 10 
 
 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  


         Prayers of the Church 

Let us draw near to the Throne of Grace, offering prayer and supplication on behalf of the 
Church, the world, and one another. 

A brief silence 
Lord God, thank you for your Word, given to us as Holy Scripture, the sure foundation for life as 
your beloved community. Thank you for your Word made flesh in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Conform our lives to His. Send us with your Word to all who are blinded by distractions, 
deafened by voices of pleasure and power, lamed by suffering, imprisoned by sin, and 
impoverished in body, mind, or spirit.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Make your Church a place where your Word is faithfully proclaimed, eagerly heard, and gladly 
heeded. We also pray your persecuted disciples. Do not let us despise or ignore their suffering 
or their testimony. Say to them, “Do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Build up the Body of Christ in this congregation. Help us to accept, develop, and share the gifts 
you have given each of us. Teach us to encourage and rejoice in the gifts of others, whether 
those gifts seem small or great. Let all be done to glorify you and to share your mercy with 
those around us.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray, therefore, on behalf of shut-ins, the physically and mentally challenged, the frail, and 
everyone whose gifts are often overlooked or despised, even by themselves. Grant that, 
following our Lord’s example, we may honor them; and that we may rejoice together as fellow 
members of his Body.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Teach your precepts to all who take counsel for the nations; to our military; and to first 
responders. Grant them wisdom, integrity, and common sense. Let all of us live peacefully, 
work fruitfully, and enjoy the many blessings and gifts which you have provided for the benefit 
of all.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Your Son bestowed healing, sight, freedom, and good news to all who are in bondage to the 
powers of sin, evil and death. We lift before you the needs of all who need his strong saving 
love, especially for those we name before you now (either in silence or out loud).   Visit them with 
your salvation; heal their bodies and revive their hearts; and let them rejoice you.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
Thank you, heavenly Father, for receiving into your Kingdom those who died trusting in your 
Word. Keep us close to Jesus. Speak your Word of life, and let us feed on it. Fill us with your 
Spirit, and help us share it. Knit us into Christ’s Body, and make us rejoice in it. Keep us faithful 
unto death, and then say to us: “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep, 
and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength, forevermore.”  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
Graciously hear, and generously answer our prayers, dear Father, in accordance with your 
wisdom and mercy for us. We pray in the name of your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen  
 

 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ


  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

 

January—March Mission Designation ~ World Hunger 
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 Offering Prayer 
 

God of grace, 
your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 

now and always.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  

 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    
Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:    
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 

  The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,    
and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 

 



 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 

 
“We Are Called”,  insert 
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  Post Communion Blessing  
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again. 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 
 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Nourishing God, 
at this table you have refreshed us 
with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, 
and send us out to embody your good news 

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
In the name of Christ we pray,    

Amen. 
 
 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 

“We Are Called”,  page 11 
 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 

 

Go in peace.  Live in hope.  
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 


