
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD 
 

9:00 am Sunday, February 2, 2025 

 

Pastor Dave Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

The Presentation of Our Lord is referred 
to in some corners of the church as 
Candlemas because of an ancient 
tradition of blessing all the candles to be 
used in the church in the coming year at 
the mass celebrated on that day. It was a 
way of underscoring the truth of 
Simeon’s confession that this baby Jesus 
was “a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles” and a light for glory to Israel. 
Let the light of every candle in church be 
a little epiphany of the love of God for all 
people in the person of God’s son, Jesus, 
the light of the world. 

Worship Assistants 
Dace Mollick 

Dartagnan Mollick 



2  

 

THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Beautiful Savior“, page 9 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.   Amen. 

 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts,  
let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 

Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 
we resist your call to oppose injustice; 

we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. 

Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. 
Show us your lovingkindness. 

Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways.   Amen.  

 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” 
In † Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 

live anew as beloved children of God.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and ever-living God, 
your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the temple. May we be presented to 

you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Malachi 3:1-4 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  

Psalm 84 
To the leader: according to The Gittith. Of the Korahites. A Psalm.  How lovely is your 
dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!   
My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my fleshing for 
joy to the living God. 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 
young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.   
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise.  Selah 
Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.   
As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also 
covers it with pools.  
They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob!  Selah 
Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed. 
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  I would rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness.  
For the Lord God is a sun and shield;  he bestows favour and honour.  No good thing 
does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly.   
O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Hebrews 2:14-18 
 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, 
so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did 
not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was 
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  


 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:22-40 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according 
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word;  for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles    and for glory to your people 
Israel.’ 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow 
to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and 
prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about 
the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favour of God was upon him. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 
 

 Hymn of the Day 
 

“Be Thou My Vision”,  page 10 
 
 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  




         Prayers of the Church 

Let us draw near to the Light of Christ, offering prayer and supplication on behalf of the Church, 
the world, and one another. 

A brief silence 
Heavenly Father, thank you for making Jesus the Yes to all your promises. Thank you for 
fulfilling your promises in him! Thank you for the patient faith of Simeon and Anna, and the 
obedient faith of Joseph and Mary. Fill us with your Holy Spirit, so we hope, believe, and obey as 
they did.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
In your Church, you have appointed prophets, martyrs, pastors, bishops, teachers, and ordinary 
saints to speak your word and to lead all people to new life in Christ. Empower your Church to 
speak your word boldly, acts fearlessly, and mirror your love, revealed to the world in your 
beloved Son.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Hear the prayers of your suffering Church. Rescue your servants from the hand of the wicked 
and from the grasp of the unjust and the cruel. Fulfil your promise to be their light, salvation, 
and glory. Fill their mouth with your praise, and drive out the demons of hatred and unbelief 
from their persecutors.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Let this congregation overflow with words of praise to you, and deeds of love toward others. 
Give us patience in suffering, hope in times of spiritual waiting, and obedience to your 
commands to love you and serve others in your name.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for the leaders of the nations, especially our own. Let them heed your words and seek 
to do your will. Teach them to love justice and hate cruelty. Make them rejoice in truth and 
reject wrong. Help them wield authority, knowing that they are accountable to you, the Lord of 
all nations. Give us ears to hear the cries of those afflicted by poverty, injustice, or violence. 
Give us strength to help them.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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You sent your Son to deliver your people from bondage to sin and suffering.  In his name, we 
pray for all in any kind of tribulation, especially for those we name before you now (either in 
silence or out loud).  Be their rock, their strong deliverer, and their hope. Strengthen all who 
care for them. Grant them the joy of your salvation.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We commend into your care our loved ones who have died and are at rest in you. Comfort 
those whose grief runs deep. Help us to be gentle, patient, and kind to one another. Give us 
strength to endure whatever afflicts us in this mortal life. Lead us, with all whom you have 
redeemed by your Son, into your Kingdom. There let our faith become sight, our hope become 
joy, and your love become our all in all.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
For all these things, dear Father, and for whatever else you desire for us in your wisdom and 
compassion, we pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior, Lord, and King.  Amen. 
 

 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ


  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

 

January—March Mission Designation ~ World Hunger 
 
 

 

 Offering Prayer 
 

God of grace, 
your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 

now and always.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  

 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    
Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:    
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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  The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,    
and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 

 



 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
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  Post Communion Blessing  
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again. 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 
 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Nourishing God, 
at this table you have refreshed us 
with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, 
and send us out to embody your good news 

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
In the name of Christ we pray,    

Amen. 
 
 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 

“Amazing Grace”,  page 11 
 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 

 

Go in peace.  Live in hope.  
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 


