BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love,
Here and now God dwells tn all of our Lives,
bears our stins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 am Sunday, April 27, 2025

Pastor Dave Johnson

TODAY’S REFLECTION

In spite of all we have heard and all
we have seen, it is often hard to
believe. Because it is hard to believe,
we will invest ourselves in the Easter
mystery for fifty days (a week of
weeks). Because it is hard to believe,
John the evangelist will provide sign
after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory
over death. Because it is hard to
believe, the risen Jesus will return to
us again and again in the mystery of
holy communion, inviting us to touch
and taste his presence, and offering us
his peace.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation

v  Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“Holy, Holy, Holy”, page 9

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the name of 1 the One
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

A  (Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed We serve a risen Savior yet we live as if in chains.

Forgive us, Lord that we are so hesitant to live the resurrection life.
Forgive us that we fail to show through word and action the truth that you loved
us into your kingdom through the glorious mystery of the Cross.
Forgive us that there is still fear in our lives that prevents us from achieving our
full potential. Draw us close. Open our eyes to the glory of the risen Christ, our
hearts to the wonder of the Cross and our hands to the service of your kingdom
where you have placed us, that your name might be glorified through our lives.
Amen.

God of resurrection
of life and death and rebirth
Renew our hearts and minds
God of promise

of all beginnings and all endings
Renew our hearts and minds
God of hope
of new growth and harvest
Renew our hearts and minds
(by John Birch, Faith and Worship Blogspot)

A Absolution



A Prayer of the Day

Creator God,
0 God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen
Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the
body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The First Reading is from Acts 5:27-32
And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked
them, Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and,
behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon
us. Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than
men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath
God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel,
and forgiveness of sins. And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

v God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)
Psalm 118:14-29

The Lord is my strength and song, and is become my salvation.

The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of
the Lord doeth valiantly.

The right hand of the Lord is exalted: the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly.
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.

The Lord hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death.

Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord:

This gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall enter.

I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.

The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.

This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: O Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity.

Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord.

God is the Lord, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of
the altar.

Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee.
O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.



V  God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The Second Reading is from Revelation 1:4-8
John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is,
and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the
prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him,
and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so,
Amen. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which
was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A  God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to John 20:19-31
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith
unto them, Peace be unto you. And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his
side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace
be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send [ you. And when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whose soever sins ye remit,
they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. But Thomas,
one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples
therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into
his side, I will not believe.

And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas,
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my
side: and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and
my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. And many other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his
name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Vv  Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

v  Hymn of the Day
“They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”, page 10



A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A Prayers of the Church

For Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and one another.

A brief silence
Lord Jesus, you stand in the midst of the lampstands, your churches, filling them with imperishable
light. Thank you for rescuing us from the darkness of sin. Thank you for dispelling clouds of grief
and despair. Thank you for leading us into your everlasting life. Grant us grace to lead all people to
you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Breathe your Holy Spirit upon your Church, and fill it with your peace. Teach it to proclaim the
Gospel graciously and boldly, so that all people may adore you as their Lord and their God. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Dwell in the midst of those are persecuted for your sake. Make them lampstands that shine with the
radiance of your glory and grace. Fill them with the oil of faithful witness and steadfast endurance.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pour your Holy Spirit upon this congregation. Give us a hunger for your Word; a thirst for your
mercy; a vision of your love for all people; and a desire to serve you by serving others in your name.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give us the persistence and kindness of the disciples who sought out Thomas and drew him back
into your dear presence. Help us to share, with those who have lost hope, the hope that is in us.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give to all peoples that peace which the world cannot give. Teach us repentance and humility.
School us in generosity, gentleness, and justice. We need all these things to flourish - but mostly, we
need your Spirit working your will in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give wisdom, courage, and integrity to our military, first responders, and all who serve the causes
of liberty and justice throughout the world. Fill them with a love for your good and gracious will.
Use them to establish justice, safety, and hope in places lacking those good things. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Heal the bodies, cheer the spirits, and illumine the hearts of all whose lives are shadowed by sorrow
and pain. This day we remember before you the needs of those we name before you now (either in
silence or out loud). Renew in them the gifts of faith and hope; raise them to fullness of life; and
restore them to joyful fellowship with all who love them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Lord Jesus, you promise your resurrection life to all whom you have redeemed. We entrust into
your care our beloved dead. Wipe away the tears of all who grieve. Fill us with the faith to follow
you fearlessly, and to encourage one another cheerfully. Lead us to your Father’s house, where with
all whom you love, we shall with endless joy acclaim you as our Lord and our God. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Grant to us all that is in accordance with your will, dear Jesus, and accomplish your salvation among
us; for you are risen from the dead and dwell in majesty with your Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Vv  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

April—]June Mission Designation ~ Fortune Lake

v Offering Praver

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace

along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,
breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world.
Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Vv  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

v Invitation and Distribution of Communion
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Let Us Break Bread Together
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3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAL BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual



v Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

v  Post Communion Prayer

Living One,
in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life
to a wounded and weary world.
Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Vv Closing Hymn
“The Old Rugged Cross”, page 11

v Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time.

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the t Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!



Holy, Holy, Holy
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1 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - 1y, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye made blind by sin thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and  ser - a - phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there is none be - side thee,
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - 1y, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
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God in three Per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow'’r, in love and pu - ri - ty.
God in three Per - sons, bless -ed Trin - i - ty!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
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They’ll Know We Are Christians
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Chris - tians by our love.

Text: Peter Scholtes, b.1938
Tune: ST. BRENDAN'S, 7 6 7 6 8 6 with refrain; Peter Scholtes, b.1938
© 1966, F.E.L. Publications, assigned to The Lorenz Corp., 1991



The Old Rugged Cross
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1 On a hill far a - way stood an old rug-ged cross,

2 Oh, that old rug-ged cross so de-spised by the world,

3 In the old rug-ged cross, stained with blood so di - vine,

4 To the old rug-ged cross I  will ev - er be true,
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the em - blem of suf - f’ring and shame;
has a  won - drous at - f(rac - tion for me;
a won - drous beau - ty I see;
its shame and re - proach glad - ly bear;
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and I love that old cross  where the dear - est and best

for  the dear Lamb of  God left his glo - ry a - bove,

for ’twas on that old cross Je - sus suf - fered and died,

Christ will call me some day to my home far a - way,
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for a world of lost sin - ners  was slain.

to. ... bear it to dark Cal - va - ry

to.... par - don and sanc - ti - fy me.

where his glo - ry for - ev - er ru share.

Refrain
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So I'll cher - ish the old rug - ged Cross, till my
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tro - phies at last I lay  down; I will cling to the old rug-ged
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Cross, and ex - change it some day for a crown.

Text: George Bennard, 1873-1958
Music: THE OLD RUGGED CROSS, George Bennard, 1873-1958
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Service Assistant to advance projected bulletin slides
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room

Thursd
urseay 10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study in Conference Room
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