
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

9:00 am Sunday, May 4, 2025 

 

Pastor Dave Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

The disciples make a big splash 
and eat breakfast with the risen 
Jesus. Wading in the water 
(remembering baptism) and 
eating with Jesus (celebrating 
holy communion) is our weekly 
encounter with the risen Christ. 
Jesus asks us again and again: 
Do you love me? And Jesus 
invites us, again and again, to 
follow him, bringing the Easter 
life to others. 
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Open Our Lives To The Word ”, page 9 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

In the name of † the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 

Amen. 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed We serve a risen Savior yet we live as if in chains. 
Forgive us, Lord that we are so hesitant to live the resurrection life.  

Forgive us that we fail to show through word and action the truth that you loved 
us into your kingdom through the glorious mystery of the Cross.  

Forgive us that there is still fear in our lives that prevents us from achieving our 
full potential. Draw us close. Open our eyes to the glory of the risen Christ, our 

hearts to the wonder of the Cross and our hands to the service of your kingdom 
where you have placed us, that your name might be glorified through our lives.  

Amen. 
 

God of resurrection 
of life and death and rebirth 

Renew our hearts and minds 
 

God of promise 
of all beginnings and all endings 
Renew our hearts and minds 

 

God of hope 
of new growth and harvest 

Renew our hearts and minds 
(by John Birch, Faith and Worship Blogspot) 

 

  Absolution 
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Prayer of the Day 

Eternal and all-merciful God,  
with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might.  

By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 
 
 
 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 
 

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the 
high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 
whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.  And as he journeyed, 
he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:  And he fell 
to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  And he said, Who 
art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks.  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord 
said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.  [And the men 
which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.  And Saul arose from 
the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought 
him into Damascus.  And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.  And there was 
a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he 
said, Behold, I am here, Lord.  And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called 
Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, and 
hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might 
receive his sight. 
 

Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy 
saints at Jerusalem:  And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.  
But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the 
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:  For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for 
my name’s sake.  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him 
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent 
me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.  And immediately there fell 
from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.  And 
when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which 
were at Damascus.  And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.]  
 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  
Psalm 30 

I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 
O Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me. 

O Lord, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive,  
that I should not go down to the pit. 

Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness. 
For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night,  

but joy cometh in the morning. 
And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved. 

Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong: thou didst hide thy face,  
and I was troubled. 

I cried to thee, O Lord; and unto the Lord I made supplication. 
What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee?  

shall it declare thy truth? 
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me: Lord, be thou my helper. 

Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth,  
and girded me with gladness; 

To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O Lord my God,  
I will give thanks unto thee forever. 

 

 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Revelation 5:11-14    

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: 
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a 
loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing.  And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.  And the four 
beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and 
ever. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  


 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to John 21:1-19 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise 
shewed he himself.  There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana 
in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a 
fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and 
that night they caught nothing.  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the 
disciples knew not that it was Jesus.  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They 
answered him, No.  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They 
cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.   
 

Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that 
it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.  And 
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the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) 
dragging the net with fishes.  As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish 
laid thereon, and bread.  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.  Simon Peter 
went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were 
so many, yet was not the net broken.  Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst 
ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.  Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, 
and fish likewise.  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was 
risen from the dead.   
 

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He 
saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.  He saith to him 
again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I 
love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, 
Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou 
wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and 
carry thee whither thou wouldest not.  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And 
when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

 Hymn of the Day  

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”,  page 10 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic 
Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  
 
 

         Prayers of the Church 

Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and one another. 

A brief silence 

 Lord Jesus, you alone are worthy of worship. You alone are worthy to speak words of divine 
judgment and forgiveness. Give us grace to kneel in adoration and to rise up in obedient service to you.  Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 You commanded your servant Peter to tend your sheep. Equip your Church with every good gift, so it 
feeds your flock with your holy Word and life-giving Sacraments.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Your Church is persecuted today, even as it was in the days of the Apostles. Deliver it from its 
enemies. Grant it steadfast faith and hearts free from bitterness. By its faithful endurance, soften the hearts of 
its persecutors, so that they may turn to you and live.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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 Bless this congregation. Kindle our hearts to seek the lost, lift up the broken-hearted, and feed 
hungry souls around us with your holy and precious Word.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 You confronted Saul on the Damascus road. In your merciful, tough love, confront those who scorn 
your Word and refuse your truth. Give us holy reason and gentle hearts, so that through us, you lead many 
unbelievers into your flock.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 You are Lord, King, Judge, and Savior of the world. Bless and strengthen all who take counsel for the 
nations. Guide them in pathways of justice and righteousness. Use their labors to feed all people with justice 
as well as loaves; to drink of peace as well as clean water; to live in friendship with their neighbor, and to 
walk humbly before you, their Lord and God.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Defend and guide all who stand between life and death; between violence and safety; and between 
oppression and freedom. Lend them your wisdom and righteousness. Raise them up when they falter. Heal 
their wounds, and grant them joyous reunions with loved ones.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Oh great and good Shepherd, gently tend all who are sick, lonely, grieving, despairing, and all who cry 
out for mercy. Today we remember before you: {List}. Give the Spirit of your compassion to all who care for 
them, and restore them to wholeness and hope.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Lord Jesus, you are worthy to open the scroll and to judge the world. Yet you freely grant forgiveness 
and salvation to every sinner who dies trusting in your promises. Thank you for keeping those promises to 
the faithful departed, especially those dear to us. Give us faith to trust your Word in times of doubt and 
confusion. Give us compassion to care for all your dear lambs.  Give us grace to receive a foretaste of the 
banquet-feast of heaven. Give us joy, which is the undying inheritance of all whom you love.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Grant to us all that is in accordance with your will, dear Jesus, and accomplish your salvation among 
us; for you are risen from the dead and dwell in majesty with your Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   Amen. 

 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ


  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 

 

April—June Mission Designation ~ Fortune Lake  

 Offering Prayer 

Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. 

Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world.  Amen. 

 

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   Do this for the remembrance of me.    

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new ovenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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  The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,    
and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 

 



 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
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  Post Communion Blessing  
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again. 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 
 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 

Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 

and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world.    

Amen. 
 
 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 

“When Peace Like A River”,  page 11 
 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 


