
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

9:00 am Sunday, May 11, 2025 

 

Pastor Dave Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is 
the gift of the risen Christ. It is the 
promise of Jesus. It was true for 
Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for 
those “who have come out of the 
great ordeal” in the Revelation 
vision. It is true for us and for all the 
baptized: Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever. 

Rite of Holy Baptism for Maeci Geraldine Bjorkman 

Parents: McKenzie & Dustin Bjorkman 

Sponsors: Aunt Brynn Goudreau & Uncle Nick Goudreau 
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“In Christ Alone ”, page 9 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

In the name of † the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 

Amen. 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed We serve a risen Savior yet we live as if in chains. 
Forgive us, Lord that we are so hesitant to live the resurrection life.  

Forgive us that we fail to show through word and action the truth that you loved 
us into your kingdom through the glorious mystery of the Cross.  

Forgive us that there is still fear in our lives that prevents us from achieving our 
full potential. Draw us close. Open our eyes to the glory of the risen Christ, our 

hearts to the wonder of the Cross and our hands to the service of your kingdom 
where you have placed us, that your name might be glorified through our lives.  

Amen. 
 

God of resurrection 
of life and death and rebirth 

Renew our hearts and minds 
 

God of promise 
of all beginnings and all endings 
Renew our hearts and minds 

 

God of hope 
of new growth and harvest 

Renew our hearts and minds 
(by John Birch, Faith and Worship Blogspot) 

 

  Absolution 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God of peace,,  
you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By 
the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do 
your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Acts 9:36-43 
 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 
devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they 
had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, 
who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us 
without delay.” So Peter got up and went with them, and when he arrived, they took him to 
the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and 
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she 
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then 
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile, he stayed in Joppa for some time with a 
certain Simon, a tanner.  
 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  
Psalm 23  

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;  

he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  I fear no evil,  
for you are with me; your rod and our staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Revelation 7:9-17    

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, 
saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” And all 
the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever 
and ever! Amen.” 
 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These 
are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.  For this reason they are before the throne of God and 
worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will 
shelter them.  They will hunger no more and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor 
any scorching heat, for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 
will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
 


 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to John 10:22-30 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,  and Jesus was walking in 
the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you 
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do 
not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me, but you do not believe because you do 
not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, in regard to what he has 
given me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are 
one.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 


 Hymn of the Day  

“Be Thou My Vision”,  page 10 
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         Prayers of the Church 

 

Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and one another. 
 

A brief silence 
 

 Lord Jesus, you alone are worthy! You are worthy of blessing and honor, glory, and praise. Give 
us grace to praise your greatness, to bless your name, and to live lives worthy of you, our Shepherd and 
Savior.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 St. Paul exhorted the elders of the churches to protect your flock from the wolves that threaten 
them. Bless your Church with pastors and theologians who rightly proclaim your Word, defend against 
heresy and schism, and lead your people into lives of holiness, faithfulness, and love.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Your martyrs stand before your throne, praying for all who are persecuted for your Name’s sake. 
Join our prayers to theirs. Give courage and endurance to those who suffer on account of you. By their 
example, cause their enemies to repent, so their lives may be transformed, and their minds renewed.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Bless and direct this congregation. Call us by name and lead us in love. Guide us in paths of 
discipleship and service. Let all be done to your glory, and for the good of our family, community, and 
world.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Bless our littlest lambs: our infants and toddlers, and all newborns in the faith. Lead them safely 
through the dangers of this world. Crown their innocence with holiness. Teach them to know your voice 
and to gladly follow wherever you would have them go.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Thank you for mothers, foster mothers, and for all who care and love with a mother’s heart. 
Adorn their lives with wisdom, goodness, common sense, and patience. Give them endurance – and a 
good night’s sleep – to carry out their many tasks with a light heart and ready smile. Be their strength 
and shield when their burdens are great and sorrowful. And bestow your dearest comfort to all who 
have lost a child, or who are unable to have one.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Give a shepherd’s heart to the leaders of all nations, especially our own. Teach them to seek the 
welfare of their people above power, wealth, or re-election. By their labors, grant the simple blessings of 
decent food, clean water, and the chance to raise families in freedom and safety. Give wisdom and 
integrity to all who risk their lives on behalf of others. And to all people, especially those whose lives 
have been shattered by violence, grant a measure of your peace.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 O great and good Shepherd, carry on your shoulders all who are suffering in body, mind, and 
heart. This day we especially remember before you those we name before you now (either in silence or out 
loud).  Give a double portion of you Spirit to all who care for them, and restore them to wholeness and 
hope.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Lord Jesus, we pray the Shepherd’s Psalm when a member of your flock has died, confident that 
you bring them through death’s dark vale into your Father’s house. We therefore entrust to you all our 
dear departed. Lead, feed, and protect us, as you have done for them. Prepare our place at your festive 
table, where with all whom you have redeemed, we will feast on your goodness and mercy forever.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Grant to us all that is in accordance with your will, dear Jesus, and accomplish your salvation 
among us; for you are risen from the dead and dwell in majesty with your Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 

 



6  

 

Rite of Holy Baptism for Maeci Geraldine Bjorkman 
 

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by joining us to the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we 
are reborn children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are made members 
of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we live with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God. 
 

Do you present Maeci Geraldine Bjorkman to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism? 
We do. 

 

In Christian love you have presented Maeci for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore, faithfully bring her to the 
services of God’s house, and teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments. As she grows 
in years, you should place in her hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for her instruction in the Christian 
faith, that, living in the covenant of her Baptism and in communion with the Church, she may lead a godly life 
until the day of Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 

We do. 
 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.  
 

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his 
family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the 
promised land. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the 
baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and 
death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom 
and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are baptized may be given new life. Wash away the sin of all 
those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. 
 

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever.   Amen. 
 

 Profession of Faith 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church, the faith in which 
we baptize. 
 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 
 

We do. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
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He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

 

Maeci, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons and daughters from the 
power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit 
upon Maeci: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.  Amen. 

Maeci, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.   
Amen. 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this child. Let them ever rejoice 
in the gift you have given them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness. Strengthen them in 
their own Baptism so they may share eternally with their child the salvation you have given them, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Through Baptism God has made this new sister a member of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that 
we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 
 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the body of Christ, 
child of the same heavenly Father, and worker with us in the kingdom of God. 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ


  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

April—June Mission Designation ~ Fortune Lake 

 Offering Prayer 

Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. 

Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world.  Amen. 

 

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new 
ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

  The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, forever and ever.    
Amen.

 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
“Let Us Break Bread Together”,  bulletin insert 

 

  Post Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace until 
He comes again.  In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.  

 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 

Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.   Amen. 

 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 
“Bless The Lord”,  page 11 

 

Announcements 
Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 

 

Blessing and Dismissal  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    
Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 


