BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love,
Here and now God dwells tn all of our Lives,
bears our stins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 am Sunday, June 1, 2025

Pastor Dave Johnson

TODAY’S REFLECTION

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high
priestly prayer, a prayer he
offered shortly before his death,
the petitions of the ascended
Christ for his own throughout
history—to our day—and beyond.
Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism
we become believers in God, have
our robes washed in the flood of
Christ’'s forgiveness, and receive
the gift of life forever with all the
saints.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation

v  Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“Built On A Rock”, page 9

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the name of 1 the One
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

A  (Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed We serve a risen Savior yet we live as if in chains.

Forgive us, Lord that we are so hesitant to live the resurrection life.
Forgive us that we fail to show through word and action the truth that you loved
us into your kingdom through the glorious mystery of the Cross.
Forgive us that there is still fear in our lives that prevents us from achieving our
full potential. Draw us close. Open our eyes to the glory of the risen Christ, our
hearts to the wonder of the Cross and our hands to the service of your kingdom
where you have placed us, that your name might be glorified through our lives.
Amen.

God of resurrection
of life and death and rebirth
Renew our hearts and minds
God of promise

of all beginnings and all endings
Renew our hearts and minds
God of hope
of new growth and harvest
Renew our hearts and minds
(by John Birch, Faith and Worship Blogspot)

A Absolution



A Prayer of the Day

0O God,
form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our
hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The First Reading is from Acts 16:16-34

One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a female slave who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who
proclaim to you the way of salvation.” She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very
much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their
hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought them before the magistrates,
they said, “These men, these Jews, are disturbing our city and are advocating customs that
are not lawful for us, being Romans, to adopt or observe.” The crowd joined in attacking
them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be
beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison
and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in
the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent that the foundations
of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s
chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had
escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” The
jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then
he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must [ do to be saved?” They answered,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” They spoke the
word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of the night he
took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without
delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before them, and he and his entire
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




v  God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)
Psalm 97
The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!
Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness
and justice are the foundation of his throne.
Fire goes before him and consumes his adversaries on every side.
His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.

The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples behold his glory.
All servants of images are put to shame, those who make their boast in worthless idols; all gods
bow down before him.

Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice
because of your judgments, O God.

For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.
You who love the Lord, hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful;
he rescues them from the hand of the wicked.

Light dawns for the righteous and joy for the upright in heart.

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name!

Vv God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The Second Reading is from Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” Blessed are those who
wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the
gates. “Itis |, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who
wishes take the water of life as a gift. The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am
coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A  God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to John 17:20-26
Glory to you, O Lord.

“I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me through
their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and [ am in you, may they
also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you
have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and
you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you
have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those
also, whom you have given me, may be with me where [ am, to see my glory, which you



5

have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. “Righteous
Father, the world does not know you, but I know you, and these know that you have sent
me. | made your name known to them, and [ will make it known, so that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them and [ in them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Vv Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

v  Hymn of the Day

“Sweet Hour Of Prayer”, page 10

A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A  Prayers of the Church

Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and one another.

A brief silence
Lord Jesus, Savior of the world! We worship and adore you. We kneel before your majesty. Yet you
take us by the hand and invite us to your marriage supper. You make us your Bride and your Body.
You pray for us, and promise us your own inheritance. You commission us to proclaim the Gospel to
the world. You give us your own work of forgiving sins. All we can do is pray, Amen, come, Lord
Jesus! Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Unite all who confess your Name into your Body, as your one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
Fill it with your Spirit. May it faithfully proclaim the gospel of repentance and forgiveness to the
whole world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bestow upon your persecuted Church the fullness of their glorious inheritance, won for them
through your own suffering, death, and resurrection. Cause their tormentors to repent and to turn
to you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless this congregation. Tune our hearts to sing your praise and to do your will. Use us to draw
others into the blest communion and fellowship divine that you share with the Father and Holy
Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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We remember before you all who gave their lives for their country, in service of liberty and justice

for all. Thank you for their great sacrifice. May it not be in vain. Thank you for everyone who risks
life and health in defense of others. Heal those who are wounded in body, mind, or spirit. Help us to
honor and assist them. And we urgently pray: bring the whole world to that glorious day when war
will be no more. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As you prayed for your followers, we pray for the world, its rulers, and its people, especially in this
land. Bestow peace and unity in places of injustice and violence. Turn the hearts of many to seek
and work for those things that please your heavenly Father. Equip them to bring a measure of
health, hope and justice to all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We plead for all who endure the evils that afflict bodies, minds, and hearts. Today we pray especially
for those we name before you now (either in silence or out loud). Assure them of your presence, so
that they believe and know that they dwell in you, and you in them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Lord Jesus, you have ascended to the right hand of your Father. You promise your life to all whom
you have saved. Therefore we confidently entrust into your care our beloved dead. Wipe away the
tears of all who grieve. Dwell with us and in us. Draw us closer to each other as you lead us to your
Father’s embrace. Give us your Spirit, to prepare us for your wedding-supper. Hasten the day when
we celebrate that eternal feast with all the people whom you have redeemed. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Grant to us all that is in accordance with your will, dear Jesus, and accomplish your salvation among
us; for you are risen from the dead and dwell in majesty with your Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Vv  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

April—June Mission Designation ~ Fortune Lake

v  Offering Praver

Risen One,
you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.



Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Vv  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

v  Invitation and Distribution of Communion

Come to the table of grace.
Receive the gift of new life.

Let Us Break Bread Together
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I Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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sun, (0] Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAL BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual



v  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Vv  Post Communion Prayer
Living One,
in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.
Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Vv Closing Hymn
“I Surrender All”, page 11

v Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time.

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the T Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!



Built On A Rock
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Built on a rock the  Church will stand, e - ven when stee - ples are fall - ing.

This is a house of liv - ing stone built for God's hab -i - ta - tion.

Built on a rock, the Church will stand fim-ly on one___ foun-da - tion.

e

Built on a rock in ev - 'ry land. Christ, our Lord, is cal - ing.___

He is a rock, on hum - ble throne grant-ing us___ sal-va - tion. When -
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Call - ing to the souls of those op - pressed.

God  will be a - mong them to show His grace.

Christ, __ our____ Lord, _ we do be - lieve.
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Built on a rock, the Church will stand.  Christ, our Lord, is call - ing.

He is arock, and this His place, grant - ing us sal - va - tion.

Built on a rock, the Church will stand. This, God's new__ cre - a - tion.
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Built on a rock. Built on a rack. Built on a rock.
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Christ, our lord, is call - ing. Christ, our Lord, is call - ing.

Text and Music by Jay Althouse

Copyright by Alfred Publishing Co.
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Sweet Hour of Prayer
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1 Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, that calls me from a world of care,
2 Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, thy wings shall my  pe - ti - tion bear
3 Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, may 1  thy con - so - la - tion share,
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and bids me at my Fa-ther’sthrone make all my wants and wish-es known.
to him whose truth and faith-ful - ness en- gage the wait - ing soul to bless;
till from Mount Pis-gah’s loft-y height I view my home and take my flight.
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In sea-sons of dis - tress and grief my soul has of - ten found re - lief.
and since he bids me seek his face, be - lieve his word and trust his grace,
With joy I'll has - ten  to the place where God my Sav - ior shows his face,

n } L

7 1 K f KT

Cmy K I J\/ " ‘” o l’” |I " ‘I ] | } K %
& o o — oo o J 0 g

and oft es-caped the tempt-er’s snare by thy re-turn, sweethour of prayer.
I’'ll cast on him my ev-'ry care, and wait for thee, sweethour of prayer.
and glad -ly take my sta - tion there, thy prom-ise gained, sweet hour of prayer.

Text: William Walford, 1772-1850, alt.
Music: SWEET HOUR, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
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I Surrender All
(All To Jesus I Surrender)

Words by Music by
Judson Wheeler Van DeVenter Winficld Scott Weeden
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L All to Je - sus | sur -ren - der, all to Hm I free - ly give;
2.All to Je - sus 1 sur -ren - der, hum - bly at His feet, 1 bow;
3 Al o Je - sus | sur -ren - der. make  me, Sav - ior, whol - ly Thine;
4. All o Je - sus I sur -ren - der. Lord. I give my - sell to Thee:
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[ will ev - er love and trust Him, in His pres - ence dai - ly live
World - ly pleas - ures all for - sak - en, take me, Je - sus, take me now.
Let me feel  the Ho - ly Spir - it tru - ly know that Thou art mine.
Fill me with Thy love and pow - er, let Thy bless - ing fall  on  me.
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All to Thee, my bless - ed Sav - ior, [ sur -ren - der all.
CCLI Song # 23189

© Words: Public Domain | Music: Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. Al rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11270064
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Service Assistant to advance projected bulletin slides
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room

Thursd
urseay 10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study in Conference Room
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