
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

2ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

9:00 am Sunday, June 22, 2025 

 

Vicar Sarah Sleeter 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

This Sunday’s texts paint startling 
pictures of the horrific nature of 
sin. The church’s repeated 
celebration of holy communion 
counters that tragic reality in a 
continued showing forth of the 
death of Jesus until he comes 
again. It is a dramatic declaration 
of “how much God has done for 
you.” 



2  

 

THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Arise, Your Light Has Come”, page 9 
 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of  the Father,  
and of the † Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life.  Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of †  Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.   Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, 
we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free from 

the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 
 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Isaiah 65:1-9 
 

Does I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did 
not seek me.  I said, “Here I am, here I am,”  to a nation that did not call on my name.  I held 
out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, 
following their own devices; a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing 
in gardens and offering incense on bricks; who sit inside tombs and spend the night in 
secret places; who eat the flesh of pigs, with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 
who say, “Keep to yourself; do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”  These are a 
smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long.  See, it is written before me:  I will not 
keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their laps their iniquities and 
heir ancestors’ iniquities together, says the Lord; because they offered incense on the 
mountains and reviled me on the hills, I will measure into their laps full payment for their 
actions.  Thus says the Lord:  As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not 
destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake and not destroy 
them all.  I will bring forth descendants from Jacob and from Judah inheritors of my 
mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there.  

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 



 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  
Psalm 22:19-28  

O But you, O Lord, do not be far away!  O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog! 

Save me from the mouth of the lion!  From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. 
I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;  
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 

You who fear the Lord, praise him!  All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;  
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted;  
he did not hide his face from me  but heard when I cried to him. 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation;  
my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
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The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord.   
May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,  
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. 

For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations. 






 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Galatians 3:23-29    
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 
reckoned as righteous by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 
disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is 
no longer slave or free; there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the 
promise.  

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  






 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 8:26-39 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Then they arrived at the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he stepped 
out on shore, a man from the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had not 
worn any clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he 
cried out and fell down before him, shouting, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of 
the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me,” for Jesus had commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under 
guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven 
by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, 
“Legion,” for many demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to go 
back into the abyss. 
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding, and the demons begged 
Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out of 
the man and entered the swine, and the herd stampeded down the steep bank into the 
lake and was drowned.  When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and 
told it in the city and in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, 
and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they became 
frightened. Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by 
demons had been healed. Then the whole throng of people of the surrounding region of 
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the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got 
into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone out begged that he 
might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare 
how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how 
much Jesus had done for him.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 


 Hymn of the Day  

“Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing”,  page 10 
 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  
 

         Prayers of the Church 
 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to God our Father in the name of Christ Jesus our 
Lord, making intercession for the Church, the world, and for all people according to their need. 

A brief silence 
Holy God, we praise your Name! Help us to joyfully proclaim it to the world, and to honor it in 
all we do.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Father, bless and preserve your Church, purchased with the blood of your Son and 
sanctified with the fire of your Spirit. Keep it steadfast in faith; sound in doctrine; loving in 
service; generous in giving; ardent in worship; and holy in living. Make it a lamp filled with the 
light of your presence, guiding many to salvation in your Name.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 Be the shelter, strength, and inheritance of all who are hated because they confess 
Christ as Savior and God. Give them courage, graciousness, and hope; and soften the hearts of 
their enemies.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Kindle with your Spirit the hearts and minds of the people in this place. Unite us to your 
Son. Use us to proclaim the gospel in words and deeds to all those we meet. Help us to seek out 
those who most deeply need your love. Give us courage to invite them into your holy 
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fellowship, in which they may find mercy, joy, and an eternal home.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 We pray for all students, especially those graduating this spring.  Gide them in paths of 
wisdom and righteousness in whatever they do. Teach them to love goodness, truth, and 
beauty, which spring from your heart. Bless them, and their families, teachers, mentors, and 
friends, who encouraged and supported them along the way.   Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 There is no other God beside you, who are Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Give your gifts of 
faith, wisdom, and righteousness to all people, especially to those who take counsel for the 
nations. Conform the hearts of all people to your will, and bless this war-torn world with the 
peace that passes human understanding.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Dear Father, gather in your Son’s embrace all who suffer, especially for those we name 
before you now (either in silence or out loud).  Bestow upon them health and salvation; and bless 
them, and all who care for them, with the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Most Holy and Blessed Trinity, we praise and adore you for welcoming our beloved 
dead into your eternal communion of life and love. Keep our hearts firmly fixed on you, the 
Lord and Giver of life, the Alpha and the Omega, the God and Father of all creation. Bring us, 
with the whole company of the redeemed of every time and place, every nation, tribe and 
tongue, into the joy of your presence, where we shall behold you face to face and adore you as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, our Lord and our God.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands, 
gracious Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
 
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ


  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

April—June Mission Designation ~ Fortune Lake 
 

 Offering Prayer 

Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
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 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 

  The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power,   
and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 



 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 
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  Post Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.  

 In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 

and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 

to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.    

Amen. 
 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 

“Blessed Assurance”,  page 11 
 

 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
 
 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 


