BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love.
Here anol now God owells tn all of our Lives,
bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 am Sunday, July 6, 2025

Pastor David Johnson
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TODAY’S REFLECTION

God is the source of our
nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to
“take and eat ... take and drink” is a
repeated one. In holy communion, in
the word read and proclaimed, in the
assembly of the people of God, the
dominion of God has come near.
Rejoice! Your name is written in
heaven.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation
v  Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“Gather Us In”, page 9

A  Confession & Forgiveness

In the name of the Father,
and of the 1 Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence for Reflection

Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.



A Prayer of the Day

0 God,
we the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother who
comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey,
that we may spread your peace in all the world,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The First Reading is from Isaiah 66:10-14

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice with her in joy, all
you who mourn over her— that you may nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast,
that you may drink deeply with delight from her glorious bosom. For thus says the Lord: |
will extend prosperity to her like a river and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing
stream, and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm and bounced on her knees. As a
mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. You
shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies shall flourish like the grass, and it shall
be known that the power of the Lord is with his servants, and his indignation is against his
enemies.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

v God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)

Psalm 66:1-9
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise.
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great power,
your enemies cringe before you.
All the earth worships you; they sing praises to you, sing praises to your name.” Selah
Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds among mortals.
He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. There we rejoiced in him,
who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations—
let the rebellious not exalt themselves. Selah
Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard,
who has kept us among the living and has not let our feet slip.

Vv  God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The Second Reading is from Galatians 6:1-16
My brothers and sisters, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit
should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not
tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if those
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who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. All must test their own
work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. For all
must carry their own loads. Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with
their teacher. Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow
to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh, but if you sow to the Spirit, you will
reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap
at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for
the good of all and especially for those of the family of faith. See what large letters I make when |
am writing in my own hand! It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who try to
compel you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Even
the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they
may boast about your flesh. May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. For neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision is anything, but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this
rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A  God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Glory to you, O Lord.

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs
to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest. Go on your way; I am sending you out like lambs into the midst
of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. Whatever
house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!” And if a person of peace is there, your
peace will rest on that person, but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house,
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not
move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome
you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The
kingdom of God has come near to you.” But whenever you enter a town and they do not
welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to
our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come
near.” “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and
whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” The seventy-two returned with joy,
saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” He said to them, “I watched
Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. Indeed, I have given you authority to tread
on snakes and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will hurt
you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that
your names are written in heaven.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



v Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

Vv  Hymn of the Day
“I Love To Tell The Story”, page 10

A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A  Prayers of the Church

By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to God our Father in the name of Christ Jesus our
Lord, making intercession for the Church, the world, and for all people according to their need.
A brief silence

Heavenly Father, thank you for entrusting us with the mission of spreading the Gospel
throughout the world! Thank you for the Holy Spirit, who reminds us of everything Jesus has
taught. Thank you for your Son’s grace and forgiveness when we fall short. And thank you for
his promise to give us his strength and authority, which is sufficient for all our needs. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Your Son sent the Seventy to announce your Kingdom’s close approach. We pray for the
Church across the earth. Grant that, in the power of the Spirit, it sows your Word in many
hearts. Let it correct, encourage, comfort, and instruct sinners gently. May it reap a harvest of
salvation in Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Make this congregation eager to worship, pray, and serve. Help us to endure rejection
and to focus on the joy in heaven over each sinner who repents and turns to Jesus in faith.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As a mother comforts her children, we pray that you would comfort your persecuted
Church. Give it gentle and valiant faith, so the hearts of its tormentors may be softened with
repentance and remorse. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you for our country, especially as we celebrate the blessings of independence,
liberty, and justice for all. Guide us, especially our elected leaders, in pathways of righteousness
and truth. Let us continue to be a beacon of freedom to the world. Grant the blessings of justice
and peace throughout the world, so that all people may live, work, and serve you with glad and
quiet hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



6 Guard and protect all who travel this summer, especially families enjoying time together

on vacation. Grant them refreshment and relaxation; and renew their love for each other, for
you, and for the loveliness of your creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray that all who suffer in body, mind or spirit may know that your Kingdom has
indeed drawn near to them. Today we especially remember those we name before you now
(either in silence or out loud). Give wisdom and competence to their doctors, nurses, and
caregivers. Grant them healing and hope, so they may praise your awesome deeds. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, comfort your children who mourn the death of a loved one. Turn sorrow
into rejoicing, and despair into confident hope. Give us such a spirit of gentleness, that through
our witness, those who have strayed are encouraged to return to your forgiving and merciful
care. Lead us into the full splendor of your Kingdom, where with all the redeemed, we shall
delight in praising and worshipping you forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands,
gracious Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

v Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

July—September Mission Designation

Good Samaritan Fund/Feeding America

v  Offering Praver

Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Vv  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

v Invitation and Distribution of Communion

The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

Let Us Break Bread Together
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAL BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual



v  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Vv  Post Communion Prayer

Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Vv Closing Hymn
“God Bless America”, page 11

Vv Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time.

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the T Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Gather Us In
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
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lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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I Love to Tell the Story
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936



God Bless America 2x

Words and Music by IRVING BERLIN
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© Copyright 1938, 1939 by Irving Beclin
Copyright Rencwed 1965, |

by lrving Berlin
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Service Assistant to advance projected bulletin slides
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room

Thursd
urseay 10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study in Conference Room
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