BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love.
Here anol now God owells tn all of our Lives,
bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 am Sunday, August 17, 2025

Pastor David Johnson

TODAY’S REFLECTION

The word of God is a refining fire.
Jesus is the great divide in human
history. He invites our undivided
attention and devotion. Today in
worship we are surrounded by a
great “cloud of witnesses.” In the
word and in holy communion we
are invited yet again to look to
Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of
our faith.”

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation
v  Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“Arise, Your Light Has Come”, page 9

A  Confession & Forgiveness

In the name of the Father,
and of the 1 Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence for Reflection

Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.



A Prayer of the Day

0O God,
judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for truth.
Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and,
following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

v  God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
The First Reading is from Jeremiah 23:23-29

Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see
them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. [ have heard what the prophets have said
who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! [ have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts of the
prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They
plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors
forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like fire,
says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Vv God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)
Psalm 82

God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:
“How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.
Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”
They have neither knowledge nor understanding; they walk around in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

I say, “You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you; nevertheless,
you shall die like mortals and fall like any prince.”

Rise up, O God, judge the earth, for all the nations belong to you!

Vv  God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The Second Reading is from Hebrews 11:29—12:2
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. And what more should I say? For time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut
the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead
by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better
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resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. They

were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom the world was not worthy.
They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be
made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at
the right hand of the throne of God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A  God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 12:49-56

Glory to you, O Lord.
“I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how [ wish it were already ablaze! I have a baptism with
which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: father
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” He also said to the
crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it
happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,” and it
happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you
not know how to interpret the present time?
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

v Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life
v  Hymn of the Day
“This Little Light Of Mine”, page 10

A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



A  Prayers of the Church

Let us pray for the Church, the world, and for one another.

A brief silence
Father, sometimes your word dismays us! We don’t like to hear about divine fire, judgment,
and division. Make us brave and steadfast in faith. Give us ears to rightly hear, and hearts to
rightly repent. Give us grace to show the fruits of repentant faith, to your glory and for the good
of your people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Make your Church a faithful witness to your Word. When it must speak of fire,
judgment, or sin, let it be honest, fearless, and humble. Help it always point to Jesus, the
merciful pioneer and perfector of our faith, and the longed-for Salvation of the world. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renew the faith, increase the zeal, and strengthen the deeds of everyone in this
congregation. Cast the purifying fire of your Holy Spirit in our midst, so that all we say and do is
in accordance with your Word. Use us to accomplish your will in the lives of our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We are surrounded by a cloud of faithful witnesses, including Christians who are
persecuted in this age of “tolerance and diversity.” Strengthen and encourage us by their
example. Give them patient and steadfast hearts. And burn away the sin from the hearts of all
who hate them, and you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Establish your peace among all people of this world. No plan or project of ours can heal
the seeds of wickedness and violence in our hearts. Thus we plead: heal, purify, guide and
direct the people and the leaders of every human endeavor, in accordance with your will and
for our common good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Until your peace is established, good men and women must risk their lives to protect
others. We pray for all of them. Direct their decisions and deeds, so that even places of chaos
and violence may begin to know your peace. Bring them safely home, and bless their hearts and
lives with that same peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for everyone who is afflicted by the powers of sin, suffering, and sorrow. This
day we especially remember before you those we name before you now (either in silence or out
loud). Be their sure hope and strong deliverer. Strengthen their faith in times of trial. Bring
them safely into the fellowship of those who love them and into closer communion with you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, we commend our departed loved ones into your care. Renew to us the
promise you make to all the faithful: that “when through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, my
grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.” Keep our faith steadfast and firm in your excellent
Word, until that day when you bear us in your bosom into your everlasting Kingdom, and make
us stand before you with all whom you have upheld by your righteous, omnipotent hand. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Hear our prayers, gracious Father, offered through the power of the Spirit; and for the
sake of your dear Son, grant us all that is in accordance with your merciful will, to your glory
and for the good of your people. Amen.



A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Vv  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

July—September Mission Designation

Good Samaritan Fund/Feeding America

v  Offering Praver

Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Vv  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Vv Invitation and Distribution of Communion

The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

Let Us Break Bread Together
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2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAL BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual



v  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Vv  Post Communion Prayer

Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Vv (Closing Hymn
“Go Light Your World”, page 11

v Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time.

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the T Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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A - rise, your light has  come! The Spir - it’'s call o bey;
A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris-on door;
A - rmise, your light has  come! All you in sor-row  born,
A - rise, your light has  come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claim the cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and  com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong.
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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This Little Light of Mine
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I g0, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
ev - 'ty - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ty - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual



3 Words and Music by
Go, Light Your World oo
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There is a can -dle in ev-'ry sou,__ some burn-ing

Frus - tra-ted broth-er; see how he's tried to light his own
We are a fam-'ly whose hearts are blaz-ing: let's raise our
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can - dle, and makes His home. Car-ry your can - dle, run to the
can - dle with - out a flame.
bea - con in dark-est times!
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world. Take your can - dle, and go light your world.

CCLI Song # 1829337
© 1995 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11270064
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Service Assistant to advance projected bulletin slides
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room

Thursd
urseay 10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study in Conference Room

Copyright Permissions:

e  From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211

e  Onelicense.net License #A-722709

e  CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064

e New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.




