
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

9:00 am Sunday, August 31, 2025 

 

Pastor David Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

Invited and inviting—that is the 
nature of the church. By God’s 
grace in holy baptism we have a 
place at Christ’s banquet table. 
When, by the power of that same 
Spirit, humility and mutual love 
continue among us, the church 
can be more inviting still.   
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Come To The Table , page 9 
 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of  the Father,  
and of the † Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life.  Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of †  Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.   Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God, 
 you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the 

humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Proverbs 25:6-7 
 

Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great, 
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.    

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 


 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  
Psalm 112 

Praise the Lord!  Happy are those who fear the Lord,  
who greatly delight in his commandments. 

Their descendants will be mighty in the land;  
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever. 
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious,  

merciful, and righteous. 
It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice. 

For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever. 
They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 

Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid;  
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 

They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor; their righteousness endures 
forever; their horn is exalted in honor. 

The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away;  
the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 

 
 

 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Let mutual affection continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in 
prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though 
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you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the 
marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and 
adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with 
confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can anyone do to me?”  
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome 
of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
 
 


 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 14:1, 7-14 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a 
meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. When he noticed how the guests 
chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 
distinguished than you has been invited by your host, and the host who invited both of 
you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you 
would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; 
then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  He 
said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in 
case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life



 Hymn of the Day  

“All Are Welcome”,  page 10 
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 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen. 


         Prayers of the Church 
 

Let us pray in the name of Jesus to our heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and one 
another. 

A brief silence 
Gracious Father, thank you for making us like Jesus! Joined to him, who humbled himself for 
our sake, we too can be humble, yet not doormats. Transformed by his Spirit, we can live in 
faith toward you and in fervent love for others. Thank you! Make us more and more the living 
image of your Son.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Fill your Church with obedient, humble faith in Christ alone. Give it pastors, bishops, 
theologians and lay leaders who speak your truth in love. By your Holy Spirit, inspire 
compassionate deeds and holy lives among all who name Jesus Christ as Lord.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Bless the people of this congregation. Help us to remember that we always speak, act, 
and live in the presence of Christ our King. Let the way we treat everyone reflect his strong 
saving love.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Calm the fears and give comfort and strength to your persecuted servants throughout 
the world. By their humble witness, cause their enemies to repent and to turn to you, their only 
King, Lord and God.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Bless this land with justice, prosperity, concord, and integrity. Guide our leaders, and all 
who take counsel for the nations, so that they may always remember that they must give an 
account of their deliberations and deeds to you, the King of the Nations.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 We are often fascinated by power, prestige, and popularity. Give us the grace to notice, 
and cherish, the humble and lowly who do your will. More than that, make us like Jesus, who is 
gentle and lowly of heart.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Those burdened with pain, sorrow, and adversity need the strength and healing that 
only you can give. We pray on their behalf, especially for those we name before you now (either 
in silence or out loud).  Quiet their fears, heal their bodies, minds, and hearts, and renew their 
hope. Bless all who care for them. Give them refreshment and resources to continue their 
ministry of loving service.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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 Heavenly Father, thank you for receiving all who have died trusting in you. Quiet the 
souls of all who mourn. Teach us to live trustfully as your dear children. Lead us into your 
house, where with all whom you have redeemed, we will rest in your arms, delight in your 
goodness, and adore you forever.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands, 
gracious Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ


  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

July—September Mission Designation  ~~ Good Samaritan Fund/Feeding America 
 

 Offering Prayer 

Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power,   
and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 


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



 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

The kingdom of God is set before you.   
Eat and rejoice. 
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  Post Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.  

 In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 

and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 

to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.    

Amen. 
 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 

“Bind Us Together”,  page 11 
 

 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
 
 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Bible Study in Conference Room 


