
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

9:00 am Sunday, September 7, 2025 

 

Deacon Lori Ward 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

Called to contemplate the cost of 
discipleship, we might be helped by 
translating Paul’s request to Philemon into 
our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in 
Christ. Strengthened by the company and 
forgiveness of Christ in holy communion 
and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of 
baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour 
to “choose life”—to choose life in God as 
our own.   
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 
 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand, page 9 
 
 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found.   
Amen. 

 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of † Jesus, your sins are forgiven!   

Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Direct us, O Lord God, 
in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, 

and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring 
us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 

the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do 
not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you 

today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that 
you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding 
fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 

that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 


 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  
Psalm 1 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or  
take the path that sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers, 

but their delight is in the law of the Lord,  
and on his law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,  
and their leaves do not wither.  In all that they do, they prosper. 

The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the  

judgment nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous,  
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  

but the way of the wicked will perish. 
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from Philemon 1-21 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother; To our beloved coworker 
Philemon, to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in 
your house:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I 
thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, because I hear of your love for 
all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the partnership of your 
faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. I 
have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of 
the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do the 
right thing, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as 
an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was 
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my 
own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in 
your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, but I preferred to do nothing without 
your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you 
might have him back for the long term, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in 
the Lord. 
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has 
wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. I, Paul, am writing this 
with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own 
self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in 
Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even 
more than I ask.  One thing more: prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping through 
your prayers to be restored to you.  Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends 
greetings to you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my coworkers.  The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
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

 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 14:25-33 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and said to them, “Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not 
first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 
it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will 
begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or 
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with 
twenty thousand? If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation 
and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do 
not give up all your possessions. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life



 Hymn of the Day  

“The Old Rugged Cross”,  page 10 
 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen. 



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

         Prayers of the Church 
 

Let us pray in the name of Jesus to our heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and one 
another. 

A brief silence 
Gracious Father, teach us what true discipleship is. By your Spirit, give us the faith and 
steadfastness to bear its cost. Thank you for so clearly setting before us the “way of blessing 
and curse, of life and death.” Thank you for the grace to choose the life you offer through 
the death and resurrection of your Son.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 We pray for the Church around the world. Make it holy and blameless, wise and 
loving, fearless and compassionate in equal measure. Make it delight in your Law and 
proclaim your Gospel. Establish its roots in the living waters flowing from Christ its head 
and its life.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 We pray for the people and ministries of this congregation. Help us to meditate on 
your Word day and night. Give us grace to forgive, faithfulness to serve, and joyfulness to 
worship. Use us to lead many people to those streams of living water in which is found true 
life in Christ.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 We pray for persecuted Christians, for missionaries, for seminary professors and 
students, and for all pastors and evangelists. Give them wise and humble hearts. Use them 
to bring the healing and saving Gospel to those whom the world has despised and rejected.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 We pray for our nation and its leaders; and for the people and leaders of every 
nation on earth. Help all of us to “walk not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in the 
way of sinners; nor sit in the seat of scoffers;” but instead to delight in your Law; to 
meditate on your will; and to practice doing it so that we may live before you in peace and 
righteousness.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Your Son dignified our labor by sharing our toil. Be with your people wherever they 
work. Make leaders of industries and commerce of this land responsive to your will. Give us 
pride in what we do. Be the strong refuge of those who suffer want and anxiety from lack of 
employment. Help all who are able to work to find suitable and fulfilling employment, and 
receive just payment for their labor.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 We pray for everyone who needs your mercy and loving-kindness – especially for 
those we name before you now (either in silence or out loud).  Refresh their hearts; heal 
whatever is wounded; and restore them to fellowship with all who love them. As we recall 
Paul’s words to Philemon, we lift before you the plight of all who, even this day, are slaves. 
Deliver them from bondage, and let us always claim them as kindred for whom Christ has 
died.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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 Holy and loving Father, with gratitude and affection we entrust into your care our 
beloved dead. Through your Holy Spirit, strengthen us in our vocation as disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, so that, not counting the cost, we always bear faithful witness to him. For his 
sake, bring us into your presence, to be numbered with all those who serve, worship, and 
adore you in glory everlasting.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your 
hands, gracious Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,   

and the glory, forever and ever.     
Amen. 



 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
 



  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

July—September Mission Designation  ~~ Good Samaritan Fund/Feeding America 
 

 Offering Prayer 

Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered 

to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 


 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 

“Just A Closer Walk With Thee”,  page 11 
 

 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
 
 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Bible Study in Conference Room 


