
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

9:00 am Sunday, September 28, 2025 

 

Pastor David Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

Consideration of and care for those in 
need (especially those “at our gate,” 
visible to us, of whom we are aware) is 
an essential component of good 
stewardship. It is in the sharing of 
wealth that we avoid the snare of 
wealth. It is the one whom death could 
not hold—who comes to us risen from 
the dead—who can free us from the 
death grip of greed    
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 
 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“I Will Call Upon The Lord ”, page 9 
 
 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found.   
Amen. 

 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of † Jesus, your sins are forgiven!   

Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God, 
rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and 

grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Amos 6:1, 4-7 
 

Woe to those who are at ease in Zion and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
the notables of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel resorts!  Woe to those who lie on 
beds of ivory and lounge on their couches and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the stall, who 
sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David improvise on instruments of music, who drink 
wine from bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!  
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 


 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  
Psalm 146 

Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 

When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God, 

who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 

who keeps faith forever; 
who executes justice for the oppressed; 

    who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

    the Lord loves the righteous. 
The Lord watches over the strangers; 

    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The Lord will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord! 
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
First Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, for we brought nothing into 
the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 
these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and 
in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pains.  But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, 
gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and for 
which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives 
life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no 
one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. As for those who in the present age 
are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on 
God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good 
works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  


 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 16:19-31 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to 
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his 
sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man 
also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in 
these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 
good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in 
agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might 
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ He said, ‘Then 
I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—that he may warn 
them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have 
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone 
from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

 Hymn of the Day  

“I Surrender All”,  page 10 
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 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  


         Prayers of the Church 

Let us pray in the name of Jesus to our heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and one another. 
A brief silence 

Father, thank you for words of warning and wisdom. Sometimes we don’t want to hear how faith 
and finances are connected! Sometimes we think they’re about other people, not us. Fill us with 
your Holy Spirit, and defend us with your holy angels, so we can listen to your Word and faithfully 
do your will.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Give your Church pastors, bishops, deacons, and theologians who adorn your Gospel with 
holy lives and grace-filled words. Through their wise leadership, lead many people to deeper faith, 
unshakable hope, and generous charity. {For St. Michael, Add: Send your holy angels to defend your 
Church from error, evil, and everything that threatens your people.}  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 Look with kindness upon the people and ministries of this congregation. Help us to care for 
your “little ones” by loving you, and generously sharing your love with others, however and 
wherever we can.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 We pray for the persecuted church, especially in Nigeria, Pakistan, and North Korea. {For St. 
Michael, add: As Michael defended Israel from its enemies, may his strong protection stand between 
those suffering for their faith in Jesus, and those who seek to destroy them.} Keep your people 
steadfast in faith. Help us to speak boldly in their defense. Turn the hearts of their tormentors away 
from their folly, and bring them to repentant faith in you.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 We pray for our country, and for its elected and appointed leaders. Heal the suspicion, 
division, and hatred that weakens and fractures us. Bless everyone who works to restore integrity, 
common sense, and impartial justice, tempered with mercy, in our common life.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Lord, it’s too easy to ignore the poor, or blame them for their plight. It’s also easy to do 
unhelpful things, thinking we’re being compassionate. Give us wisdom as well as generosity. Help 
us to listen and see, to ponder and discuss, so we work with poor people to help them work for, and 
walk into, a better life.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 Hear and answer the prayers of all who cry out to you for help. Especially we pray for the 
needs of those we name before you now (either in silence or out loud).  Refresh them in their time of 
trial, let your holy angels surround them with strength and courage, and bless them with skilled and 
kindly care.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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 Dear Father, thank you for gathering our beloved dead into your own bosom. {For St. 
Michael’s, add: Thank you for the unseen ministry of angels, who welcome them into your 
Kingdom.} Comfort all who mourn the loss of loved ones. Give us your Holy Spirit, so we encourage, 
challenge, and support each other as we strive to walk in your ways. Bring us, with all whom you 
have redeemed by the blood of Jesus, into the holy peace and eternal joy of your Kingdom.  Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands, 
gracious Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 
 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ


  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

July—September Mission Designation  ~~ Good Samaritan Fund/Feeding America 

 Offering Prayer 

Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,  

but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power,   
and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 


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

 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 

 
 

 
 

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

  Post Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.  

 In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
Amen.  

 

 Post Communion Prayer 

O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 

and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name.    

Amen. 

 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  




 Closing Hymn 

“In Christ Alone”,  page 11 
 

 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
 
 

Go in peace.  Do not lose heart.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

10:00 am  Bible Study in Conference Room 


