BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love,
Here and now God dwells tn all of our Lives,
bears our stins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
9:00 am Sunday, November 2, 2025

Pastor Dave Johnson

TODAY’S REFLECTION

In holy baptism God makes saints out of
sinners. In holy communion God forgives
the sins of all the saints. In worship today
we give thanks for all the saints “who
from their labors rest.” In the same breath
we petition our God for the strength to
hear and to heed the admonitions of Jesus
in today’s gospel. Sealed by the Spirit and
sustained by the Savior’s body and blood,
we live with joy as God gives us breath, to
the praise of God’s glory.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation
v Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” page 9

A  (Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence for Reflection

Faithful God,
have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom
of your faithful promises.
We ignore our neighbors.
We exploit the earth.
We reject your abundance,
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken,
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

Hear the good news:
God the Faithful One loves you, T in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen.



A Prayer of the Day

Almighty God,
you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
The First Reading is from Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18

In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head as he lay in
bed. Then he wrote down the dream: I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four winds of heaven
stirring up the great sea, and four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. As
for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head terrified me. [ approached
one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said that he would disclose to me
the interpretation of the matter: “As for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the
earth. But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—
forever and ever.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

v God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)

Psalm 149

The Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful.
Let Israel be glad in its Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King.
Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with victory.
Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their couches.
Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands,
to execute vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples,
to bind their kings with fetters and their nobles with chains of iron,
to execute on them the judgment decreed. This is glory for all his faithful ones. Praise the Lord!

Vv God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
The Second Reading is from Ephesians 1:11-23

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to
the praise of his glory. I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as [ remember you in my prayers, that the God
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of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great
power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 6:20-31
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you
who weep now, for you will laugh. “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they
exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and
leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated the
prophets. “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. “Woe to you
who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn
and weep. “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the
false prophets. “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate
you; bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your
shirt. Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it
back again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Vv  Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

v  Hymn of the Day
“I'm So Glad”, page 10

A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




A Prayers of the Church

In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of the
Church, the world, and all people according to their need.

A brief silence
Thank you, dear Father, for all the sinners whom you have redeemed and are pleased to call
your saints! Thank you for their example of repentance, trust, and obedience, even when that
was hard. Help us remember them with gratitude, and give us grace to follow in their footsteps.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Preserve and guide your one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. Array it in the garments of
salvation, and conform it to the likeness of your Son. Adorn it with the gifts and fruits of the
Holy Spirit. Make it a blessing to many, and a sign of your Kingdom's close approach. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make this congregation lovely with holiness. Let the light of Jesus shine through us, so other
people glimpse his great love for them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for seminarians and those whom we sense are being called into the holy ministry.
Make them pure of heart, filled with peace, and poor in spirit. We plead on behalf of
missionaries. Help them to feed all who hunger and thirst with your bread of righteousness -
and with earthly bread. And we ask your blessing upon all who are persecuted for Jesus’ sake.
Fill them with joy, peace, and gentleness. Give them a gracious word truth and forgiveness, so
that their tormentors may repent and be saved. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, establish your Kingdom in our midst, and your peace within our hearts, communities, and
nations. Make our earthly leaders wise and good, generous and just. Make us all to be pure and
humble of heart, hungering and thirsting for your righteousness while easing the hunger and
thirst of our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Until your peace is established in this world, good men and women must risk their lives
defending life, liberty, and justice. Bless and protect them. Shelter their families from fear.
Bring them safely home. Heal their wounds to body and spirit; and use their service to build a
happier and safer world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Deliver from suffering all those whose need is great, especially for those we name before you
now (either in silence or out loud). Give them the hope, comfort, and faith they need to weather
their trials. Restore them to health and fellowship with all who love them. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Most gracious Father, receive into your Kingdom our beloved dead, including those we name
before you now (either in silence or out loud). Keep us faithful, holy, and steadfast as we walk
Jesus’ narrow Way. Give us joy along that way, and help us to encourage one another along it.
Bring us safely into your Kingdom, promised to all whom you redeem through your dear Son.
There let us see you face to face, and rejoice in your love forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands, gracious
Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

v  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

October—December Mission Designation ~ Adopt-A-Family/Senior

v Offering Praver

God of healing and hope,
you bless those who are hungry,
promising to fill them with good things.
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior,
now and forever. Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Vv  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



v  Invitation and Distribution of Communion
There is a place for you at the table of God.
Come, receive the food that does not perish,
a taste of life eternal.
Let Us Break Bread Together
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAL BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual




Vv  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the t Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

v Post Communion Praver

God of field and flower, wheat and grape,
you have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world.
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst,
and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

v  Closing Hymn

“We Are Marching in the Light of God” page 11
Vv Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time.

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the t Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

2 Oh, how sweet to walk 1n this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
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I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual



We Are Marching in the Light of God
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SiyAHAMBA, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Service Assistant to advance projected bulletin slides
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room

Thursda
y 11:00 am Crossroad’s Bible Study For ALL in Conference Room
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