
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

 

22ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

9:00 am Sunday, November 9, 2025 

 

Pastor Dave Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

We worship on the first day of the week 
because Jesus was raised on that day. 
Every Sunday is a little Easter. This 
Sunday feels more like Easter than many 
as the appointed texts celebrate the 
reality of the resurrection. Live it up this 
Lord’s day. Our God is the God of the 
living. 

Acolyte and greeter 

 

ELSA SLADE 

OLIVIA DAFFRON 
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 

Opening Hymn 

“My Faith Looks Up To Thee”  page 9 
 

   Confession & Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 

 
 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Faithful God, 
have shown us the ways of your heart, 

yet we stray from your paths. 
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 

and do not embrace the freedom 
of your faithful promises. 
We ignore our neighbors. 

We exploit the earth. 
We reject your abundance, 

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 
Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, 

renew our hearts, and bring us to new life.  Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God the Faithful One loves you, †  in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.   Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God, our eternal redeemer,  
by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct our hearts. Keep always in our 

mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a holy life here, and 
bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Job 19:23-27 
 

“O that my words were written down!  O that they were inscribed in a book!  O that with an iron pen 
and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever!  For I know that my vindicator lives and that in 
the end he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin has been destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see 
God, whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  My heart faints within 
me!  

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 



 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  

Psalm 17:1-9 
 

 
Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit. 

From you let my vindication come; let your eyes see the right. 
If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me;  

my mouth does not transgress. 
As for what others do, by the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent. 

My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped. 
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me; hear my words. 

Wondrously show your steadfast love, O savior of those who seek refuge  
from their adversaries at your right hand. 

Guard me as the apple of the eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings, 
from the wicked who despoil me, my deadly enemies who surround me. 

 

 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
 

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, 
brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by 
letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you 
in any way, for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, 
the one destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do you not 
remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? But we must always give thanks to 
God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for 
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. For this purpose he 
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called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, 
brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by 
word of mouth or by our letter.  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good work and word.    
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
 
 

 God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 20:27-38 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
    

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him and asked him a question: 
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the 
man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven 
brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; then the second and the third married 
her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the 
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.”  Jesus 
said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage, but those who are 
considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor 
are given in marriage. Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are 
children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses 
himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him 
all of them are alive.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 


 Hymn of the Day  

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”,  page 10 
 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  

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         Prayers of the Church 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world and all who are in need. 
A brief silence 

Heavenly Father, we stand awestruck before your presence. You reveal your name in a burning 
bush. You reveal your heart in your crucified Son. You bestow liberty to captives, forgiveness to 
sinners, sight to the blind, truth to the deluded, and life to the dead! We adore you, O God and 
we bless you forever!  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
By the power of your Spirit, give your Church such words and wisdom that your enemies may 
neither withstand nor contradict its witness. Keep it steadfast in faith, unwavering in 
endurance, diligent in service, and joyful in hope. Give it faithful pastors who announce the 
coming of the Son of Man, so that many repent, receive strength to stand before him, and see 
their Redeemer drawing near.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for the people and the mission of this congregation. Keep us watchful, faithful, and 
brave. Keep our minds, hearts, lips, eyes and hands focused on speaking and doing your will. 
Help us to encourage the fearful, challenge the idle, and comfort the grieving. Give us strength 
to lighten the loads of all who are burdened by the cares and sorrows of this broken world.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Guide, protect and encourage your missionaries, so that they do not grow weary in announcing 
the Gospel of salvation throughout the world. Give bold words and steadfast faith to Christians 
who are persecuted on account of the name of Jesus. Grant us grace to speak on their behalf, 
and to help them however we can. Cause those who despise them to repent and to seek 
forgiveness and redemption.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Wars and rumors of wars, persecution and injustice, and natural disasters made worse by 
human sinfulness afflict us even in this modern age. Teach your laws and statutes to the 
world’s rulers, so that their hearts are turned to care for their people. Help all of us to speak 
and act with compassion and kindness, because we do not know what burdens are borne by 
those around us.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for injured, sick and dying; of pregnant and nursing mothers; of the handicapped and 
addicted; and of all who have none to care for them in their times of greatest need. We pray 
also for first responders and those in the military who stand between us and chaotic dangers. 
Today, especially for those we name before you now (either in silence or out loud).  Grant that the 
Sun of Righteousness, even the Lord Jesus Christ, should rise upon them with healing in his 
wings; and give them the joy of his saving help.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Almighty and gracious Father, those who have died trusting in you are already singing songs of 
exultation and victory. We thank you for fulfilling your promises to them. Grant that even in the 
midst of the turmoil and heartache of this broken world, we may bear witness to your steadfast 
mercy, and announce your salvation to all who have hearts to hear. Grant to all who trust in you 
the fulfillment of your promise: that our Redeemer lives, and that after our skin has been thus 
destroyed, yet in our flesh, we shall see you. There, healed from sin and sorrow, let us rejoice in 
your great love forever.   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands, gracious 
Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you.  

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
 
 
 
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 
 

October—December Mission Designation  ~  Adopt-A-Family/Senior 
 
 
 

  Offering Prayer 

God of healing and hope, 
you bless those who are hungry, 

promising to fill them with good things. 
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

now and forever.  Amen. 










 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.    

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power,   
and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 




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 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

There is a place for you at the table of God. 
Come, receive the food that does not perish, 

a taste of life eternal. 
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  Post Communion Blessing  
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again. 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.  

 
 

 Post Communion Prayer 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, 
you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 

that gives life to the world. 
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who 

hunger and thirst, 
and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  


 Closing Hymn 
 

“Lord Of All Hopefulness”  page 11 
 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time. 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 
7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

11:00 am  Crossroad’s Bible Study For ALL in Conference Room 


