BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love,
Here and now God dwells tn all of our Lives,
bears our stins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 am Sunday, November 30, 2025

Pastor Dave Johnson

TODAY’S REFLECTION

The new church year begins with a wake-up
call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from
sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of
the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day
when God will gather all people on the holy
mountain and there will be no more war or
suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the
promised day of salvation, we wait for what
we already have: Christ comes among us this
day as the word and meal that strengthens
our faith in the promises of God.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation
v Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“My Lord, What A Morning” page 9

A  (Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence for Reflection

Long-expected God,
we confess that we look to ourselves
for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting
and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,
and awaken us to your advent among us,
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,
but according to God’s own righteousness. T You are freed and forgiven,
saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.



A Prayer of the Day

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins,
and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
The First Reading is from Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. O
house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

v God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)
Psalm 122

[ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together.

To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.”

For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.”
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.




v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The Second Reading is from Romans 13:11-14

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor
of light; let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit
sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 24:36-44
Glory to you, O Lord.

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then
two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

v  Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

v  Hymn of the Day
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”, page 10

A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




A Prayers of the Church 5

As we await the coming of Christ, let us pray for the Church, the world, and for all people
according to their need.

A brief silence
Thank you, Lord, for your promise to visit your people with judgment and forgiveness. Thank
you for Jesus, your final Word and the Yes to all your promises. Make us ready to receive him
into our hearts, homes, and world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and purify your Church. Make it a holy dwelling, fit for your
Son. Make it the New Jerusalem, the home of all whom you have redeemed. Make it your house
of prayer for all peoples. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and cleanse the hearts of all who worship here. Fill us with
love for you, and charity for our neighbors - especially those most in need of your mercy. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to the aid of your persecuted Church. Lift up their
heads, strengthen their faith, and deliver them from their enemies. Set free those who hate you
from bondage to sin; and give all of us grace to bear witness to Christ until he comes again in
glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and guide all who walk the path of discipleship. Give them
grace to listen, ponder, and obey your Word. In all they do, help them prepare your Way into
the hearts of others, especially those who walk in the darkness of doubt or despair. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and grant your Spirit to the leaders of all nations. Give them
wisdom, humility, prudence, and integrity. Remind them that they must give an account of their
stewardship of authority to you, the Lord of the nations and their King and God. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir up your power, O Lord; and banish violence, injustice, and hatred from this death-
shadowed world. Give your Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might to all who
stand in harm’s way on our behalf. Grant success to all they do that serves your will. Restore
them to their loved ones, and speed the day when they may serve you in peace. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir up your power, O Lord; and bring healing and hope to all whose need is great. Today
we especially lift before you those we name before you now (either in silence or out loud). Deliver
them from all that darkens their lives. Give patience, gentleness, and respite to caregivers, and
shine the light of your love upon us all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir up your power, O Lord; and raise from the shadows of death all who have fallen
asleep in you. Help us to comfort those who grieve in this season of feasting and joy. Give us
grace to be children of the day, filled with the light of your love. Help us to encourage one
another in steadfast faith and deeds of charity until Jesus returns in glory. Then, by your mercy,
bring us safely into your eternal Kingdom, which you have prepared for all whom you have
redeemed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant to us, dear Father, for
the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.



A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

v  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

October—December Mission Designation ~ Adopt-A-Family/Senior

v  Offering Prayer

Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new ovenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Vv  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



v Invitation and Distribution of Communion

Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

Let Us Break Bread Together
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAL BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual




Vv  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the t Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

v  Post Communion Prayer
God our host,
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Vv  Closing Hymn
“Soon And Very Soon” page 11

Vv Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time.

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the t Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



My Lord, What a Morning
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 196
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MUSIC: Rowland H. Prichard, 1830; harm. from The English Hymnal, 1906 87.87 D



Soon and Very Soon

Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945
Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch

Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Service Assistant to advance projected bulletin slides
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room

Thursda
y 11:00 am Crossroad’s Bible Study For ALL in Conference Room
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