BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love,
Here and now God dwells tn all of our Lives,
bears our stins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
9:00 am Sunday, January 11, 2026

Pastor Dave Johnson

TODAY’S REFLECTION

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is
revealed as the beloved Son of God.
Through this great epiphany, Jesus
fulfills all righteousness and becomes
the servant of God who will bring forth
justice and be a light to the nations. In
the waters of baptism we too are washed
by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and
named God’s beloved children. Our
baptismal mission is to proclaim good
news to all who are oppressed or in need
of God’s healing.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation
v Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“Blessed Assurance” page 9

A  (Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence for Reflection

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in t Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.
Amen.



A Prayer of the Day

O God our Father,
at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with
the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be
your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
The First Reading is from Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; [ have put my
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry out or lift up his
voice or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be
crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his
teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it: [ am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light
to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord; that is my name; my
glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

v God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)

Psalm 29

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders,
the Lord, over mighty waters.

The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf and Sirion like a young wild ox.

The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.

The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.




The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl and strips the forest bare,
and in his temple all say, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.
May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people with peace!

v God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)

The Second Reading is from Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but
in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to
him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained
by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:13-17
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Vv  Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

Vv  Hymn of the Day
“We Are Baptized In Christ Jesus”, page 10




A The Apostles’ Creed 5

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A Prayers of the Church

Let us pray that the light of Christ may shine upon the Church, the world, and all people according to
their need.

A brief'silence
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, we adore you! You reveal your heart to us in the Baptism
of Jesus. By the Spirit’s power, unite us to Christ, so that we may hear the Father say to each of us, “You
are my beloved son, my beloved daughter; in you I am well pleased.” Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Fill the Church with your Spirit. Bind it to your Son, your Word of truth. Adorn it with your
goodness, holiness, and love. Make it fruitful in discipleship. Use it to lead many to the waters of
Baptism, there to be made your beloved children. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Be enthroned, O Lord, in the midst of this congregation. Overwhelm us with your majesty and
mercy. Fill our worship with the beauty of holiness. Strengthen us to do your will. Conform us to the
heart and mind of Jesus. Bestow on us your peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Do not quench the spirit or break the hearts of your persecuted servants, O Lord; nor let them be
discouraged when they suffer on account Christ. For them, for missionaries throughout the world; for all
who wonder if they are called to ministry; for seminarians, professors, pastors, bishops, and other
ministers, we also lift our hearts and voices in fervent supplication. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Bless everyone who is baptized today, and all who remember and give thanks for their Baptism.
Thank you for adopting us as brothers and sisters of your dear Son, and for filling us with the same Spirit
that descended upon him. Let us glorify you in all we say and do. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Put your Spirit upon the leaders of this and every nation. Establish your justice through them.
Give them the wisdom and the will to protect and provide for their people, especially those who are like
“bruised reeds and faintly burning wicks.” Make them prefer mercy over might; righteousness over
renown; and integrity over influence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Keep in your care all who take up arms in defense of liberty and justice for all. Give them a spirit
of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, so their deeds conform to your will. Bring them safely
home, and speed the day when deeds of war need not be done anymore. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

We beseech you on behalf of everyone afflicted by suffering, especially for those we name before
you now (either in silence or out loud). Bring them out of the dungeon of suffering and the prison of
darkness. Lead them into the brightness of your presence and the company of all who love them. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.



6 Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: we praise and adore you for the mercy you have
shown to all who have died to us but are alive eternally to you. Grant that we walk the broken pathways
of this mortal life, refreshed by your Spirit and conformed to your Son. Bring us through the floodwaters
of death into your presence, where with all your redeemed children we worship and adore you in the
beauty of your holiness forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant to us, dear Father, for the sake of
your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

v  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

Mission Designation January—March ~ World Hunger

v Offering Praver

God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Vv  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



v

Invitation and Distribution of Communion

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

Let Us Break Bread Together
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I Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAL BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual




v  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace until He comes again.
In the name of the Father, and of the 1 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

v Post Communion Praver

Radiant God,
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

v (Closing Hymn
“Come To The Water” page 11

v Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time.

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the 1 Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;

3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.

Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus

0
I We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who is r1is - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will  all be re - u - mnt-ed, for he lives
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end -ing. . . . . A - men

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker




Come to the Water
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1. O let all who thirst, let them come to the
2. And let all who seek, let them come to the
3. And let all who toil, let them come to the
4. And let all the poor, let them come to the
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wa - ter. And let all who have noth - ing,
wa - ter. And let all who have noth - ing,
wa - ter. And let all who are wea - 1y,
wa - ter. Bring the ones who are lad - en,
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let them come to the Lord: With-out mon-ey,
let them come to the Lord: With-out mon-ey,
let them come to the Lord: All  who la - bor,
bring them all to the Lord: Bring the chil-dren
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with-out  price. Why should you pay the price,
with-out  strife. Why should you spend your life,
with-out  rest. How can your soul find rest,
with-out  might. Eas - y the load and light:
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ex -cept for the Lord?
ex -cept for the Lord?
ex -cept for the Lord?
v come to the Lord.

Tune: John Foley, SJ, b.1939
© 1978, John B. Foley, SJ, and New Dawn Music. Published by OCP Publications.
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Service Assistant to advance projected bulletin slides
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room

Thursda
y 11:00 am Crossroad’s Bible Study For ALL in Conference Room
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