
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

9:00 am Sunday, April 12, 2026 

 

Pastor David Johnson 

TODAY’S REFLECTION  

 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the 
disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even 
amid doubts and questions, we experience the 
resurrection in our Sunday gathering around 
word and meal, and in our everyday lives. 
Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the 
first two readings will be from the Acts of the 
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the 
early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we 
rejoice in the new birth and living hope we 
receive in baptism.  
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 
 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 

 

Opening Hymn 

“ He Lives” page 9 
 

     In Confession & Forgiveness for Easter Worship 
We serve a risen Savior yet we live as if in chains. 

Forgive us, Lord that we are so hesitant to live the resurrection life.  
Forgive us that we fail to show through word and action the truth that you loved us into 

your kingdom through the glorious mystery of the Cross.  
Forgive us that there is still fear in our lives that prevents us from achieving our full 

potential. Draw us close. Open our eyes to the glory of the risen Christ, our hearts to the 
wonder of the Cross and our hands to the service of your kingdom where you have 

placed us, that your name might be glorified through our lives.  
Amen. 

God of resurrection of life and death and rebirth  
Renew our hearts and minds 

God of promise of all beginnings and all endings 
Renew our hearts and minds 

God of hope of new growth and harvest 
Renew our hearts and minds 

(by John Birch, Faith and Worship Blogspot) 
 

Absolution 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and eternal God,  
the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who 
have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

 The First Reading is from Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 And all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
“Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law.  But 
God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was 
impossible for him to be held in its power.   For David says concerning him, 

‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 

presence.’ 
 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew 
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne.  Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’  “This Jesus God 

raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 
The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)  

Psalm 16 
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord;  I have no good apart from you.” 
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones in whom is all my delight. 

Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink offerings of 
blood I will not pour out or take their names upon my lips. 

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage. 

I bless the Lord, who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 

moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. 
For you do not give me up to Sheol or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

You show me the path of life.  In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore. 
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 God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV) 

The Second Reading is from 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have 
had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious 
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Although you have not seen him, you love 
him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God.  
 

   God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel according to John 20:19-31 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  
 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.”  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”  Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  
 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Children’s Sermon 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 
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 Hymn of the Day 

“What Wondrous Love is This“   page 10 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen 

 
         Prayers of the Church 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation.  

A brief silence 
Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 

Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders 
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to 
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their 

nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way 

especially for those we name before you now (either in silence or out loud). Reveal to them 
your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our 

care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the 

church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious 
presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.  
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God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.   Amen 

 

 Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.   
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 

Mission Designation April—June—Fortune Lake 

 

    Offering Prayer 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 

hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name 

of Jesus,  Amen. 
 
 

 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
gave it for all to drink, saying:   This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

  The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy  
will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,   

and the power,  and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen.  
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 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. 








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     Post Communion Blessing  
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you  

and keep you in His grace until He comes again. In the name of the Father,  
and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen 

 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world   

 Closing Hymn 
 

“Break Now the Bread of Life”  page 11 
 

Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on  the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Service Assistant to advance  projected bulletin slides 
Maintenance chores around the facility 

Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 
10:30 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

6:00 pm Confirmation Classes 

Thursday 

7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

11:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 

6:30 Pub Theology 


