BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

You have a place here!

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional Love,
Here and now God dwells tn all of our Lives,
bears our stins on the cross, and forgives us all.”

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 am Sunday, August 9, 2026

Pastor David Johnson

TODAYS REFLECTION

Elijah finds the presence of God not in
earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the
sound of sheer silence. When the
disciples face a great storm on the sea,
they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the
storms of life, we gather to seek the
calm presence of Christ that soothes our
fears. In comforting words of scripture
and in the refreshing bread and cup of
the eucharist, God grants us peace and
sends us forth to be a sign of God’s
presence to others.

All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
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THE GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy

Vv  Prelude Reflections for Meditation
v  Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises

A Opening Hymn
“He is Exalted” page 9

A  (Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence for Reflection

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, t Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

A Prayver of the Day

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen



THE WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

Vv God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
The First Reading is from 1 Kings 19:9-18

At that place he came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came
to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous
for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire, but
the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard
it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered,
“I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go,
return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael as king over Aram. Also, you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel,
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your

place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

V¥V  God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSV)
Psalm 85:8-13

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people,

to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.

Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our
land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will Kkiss each other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from
the sky.



the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.

Vv  God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSV)
The Second Reading is from Romans 10:5-15

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what
does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of
faith that we proclaim), because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one
believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth,
leading to salvation. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all
and is generous to all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Vv Children’s Sermon

A  God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 14:13-21
Glory to you, O Lord.

Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side, while
he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the
boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in
fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is [; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward




Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, 5
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the
wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Vv Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life

v  Hymn of the Day
“I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” page 10

A The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

A Pravyers of the Church

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

A brief silence

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard.
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its
faithful witness. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its
variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts
with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike
mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving
presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer (especially those we
name before you). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a
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turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still,
calm voice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey,

that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

A  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

THE MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Vv  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts

Mission Designation July-September—Feed America-Good Samaritan

V¥  Offering Praver

Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

Vv  The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Vv The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
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forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

v  Invitation and Distribution of Communion
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
Let Us Break Bread Together
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual




v  Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in His grace until He comes again. In the name of the Father,
and of the 1 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Vv  Post Communion Prayer

Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

THE SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

v  (Closing Hymn

“Just a Closer Walk With Thee” page 11

Vv Announcements

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time

A Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and the T Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



He Is Exalted 2X

Words and Music by
Twila Paris

F FIA Bb Bb/C c’

e

o 1
D) < 2 E
He is ex-alt-ed, the King is ex-alt-ed on_  high, I will praise ___ Him.
5 F FIA Bb C/Bb BbC C ps D
s !
1 3 1 1 1 1 1 i
o | 1 1 i 1 1 1 1
Lt 1 | e | 1 . . <
He is ex-alt-ed, for - ev-er ex-alt-ed, and I will praise  His name!
1 Gm Dm/F C/E C F Am Bb FIA Gm Dm/F
e+ = — !
' === e
D - 1 r r I ¥
He is the Lord, —__ for - ev-er Histruth shall reign. Heav - en and
16 CIE C F Am Bb F/IA
o) ) ; [r———
— 1 — 1 1 } o o —]
= 9+ & = —F £ ¢ : -
.) S — N—— I | 4 I
earth re - joice in His ho - ly name
19 Gm Bb/F Eb Bb/C F
A —r— [ —r— [ ———— [ ——

e
==

CCLI Song # 17827
© 1985 Mountain Spring Music | Straightway Music
For usc solely with the SongSclect® Terms of Usc. All nghts reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11270064



10

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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1 I want Je - sus to walk with me;
2 In my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual



Just a Closer Walk with Thee

Refrain
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I'll  be sat-is-fied as long as 1 walk, let me walk close to thee.

Who with me my bur-den
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er

Text: North American traditional
Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional

shares? None but thee,

dear Lord, none but thee.

to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.

11
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

130 O’Dill Drive, Norway, Michigan 49870 www.norwaybethany.org
OFFICE PHONE 906-563-8472 EMAIL bethanyoffice130@gmailcom
Pastor Dave Johnson
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365  EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS

are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page

norwaybethany.org: Click the donate button on the upper right side of the page to
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account.

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed
Maintenance chores around the facility
Christian Education Volunteers

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video

Tuesda 9:00 am Community Coffee in Great Room
y 9:00 am Cover Girls in Classroom

Wednesday  10:30 am Women'’s Bible Study via ZOOM

7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room
Thursday 11:00 am Women's Bible Study in Conference Room
6:30 Pub Theology
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