
   

 
All baptized and confessing believers are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

 

You have a place here! 
 

“Joyfully we profess our faith through God’s unconditional love. 

Here and now God dwells in all of our lives,  

bears our sins on the cross, and forgives us all.” 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
 

9:00 am Sunday, November 1, 2026 

 

Pastor David Johnson 

        TODAYS REFLECTION 

 

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of 
God, living and dead, who are the body of 

Christ. As November heralds the dying of the 
landscape in many northern regions, the 

readings and liturgy call us to remember all 
who have died in Christ and whose baptism is 
complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with 
the faithful of every time and place, trusting 
that the promises of God will be fulfilled and 
that all tears will be wiped away in the new 

Jerusalem.  
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THE GATHERING       __                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 We hope that your worship experience is spiritually fulfilling  
and your day begins with our Lord’s gifts of peace and joy 

 

 Prelude Reflections for Meditation 

 Welcome Greeting—Prayers and Praises 
 

Opening Hymn 

“Bless the Lord, Oh My Soul (10,000 Reasons)” page 9 
 

     Confession & Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our dwelling place for all generations, 

whose compassion never slumbers. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
Holy God, 

 

we confess that we have trusted in our preparation 
instead of your invitation. 

We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. 
We trust the voice of our shame and fear, 

which keeps us from entering fully 
into relationship with you and others. 

We are not awake to the coming of your reign. 
Rouse us and rescue us, 

that we may enter into your joy. 
Amen. 

 

Inherit the riches of God’s grace. 

☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy. 
You are forgiven. 
Blessed are you. 

Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical 

body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints 
in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have 

prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE WORD               ___                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

   God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSVUE) 

 The First Reading is from Revelations 7:9-17 
 

     After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud 
voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 
     And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
     Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where 
have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, 
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
     For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship him day and night within 
his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no 

more and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, for the 
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs 

of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
                                                 The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 God’s Word from the Psalms (NRSVUE)  
Psalm 34:1-10, 22 

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 
Look to him, and be radiant, so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
This poor soul cried and was heard by the Lord and was saved from every trouble. 
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him and delivers them. 



4  

 

O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in him. 
O fear the Lord, you his holy ones, for those who fear him have no want. 
The young lions suffer want and hunger, but those who seek the Lord lack no good 
thing. 
The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be 
condemned. 

                              God’s Word from the Scriptures (NRSVUE) 

The Second Reading is from 1 John 3:1-3 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and that is 

what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, 
we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know 

is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who 
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

                                       The Word of the Lord.  Thanks  be to God. 

 Children’s Sermon 

 

   God’s Word from the Gospel (NRSVUE) 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:1-12 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

     When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his 
disciples     
came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
     “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
     “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
     “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
     “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
     “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
     “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
     “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
     “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the   
kingdom of heaven. 
     “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

                                   The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Sermon—God’s Word Applied to Life 
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 Hymn of the Day 

“Blessed Assurance”  page 10 


 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  and 
born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven,  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

                                                              Lighting of the Candles 
We light these candles to remember the names and faces of those who have gone before us. 
May these lights symbolize the presence of those who have left our sight but not our hearts.  

                                                          

         Prayers of the Church 
United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 
                                                                           A brief silence. 
     Fill your church with mercy and humility as we proclaim the gospel in our worship and 
witness in the world. Renew and inspire all who preach and teach among us. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
     Restore all lands suffering from ecological degradation. Protect soils and waterways. 
Point us toward innovative ways of living in harmony and joy with creation. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
     Unite the nations in their actions toward justice and peace. Raise up leaders who listen 
deeply for the needs of their communities, and surround the election process with wisdom 
and discernment. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
     Bring comfort and care to all who are in need, especially all who mourn this day. Sustain 
any who are weary, experiencing loneliness, or struggling with chronic illness (especially 
those we name before you now). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
     Nurture programs and communities that support elders and those who are homebound. 
Bless caregivers, nurses, chaplains, social workers, and hospice staff. Guide this 
congregation’s ministry with seniors and their families. God, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
     With grateful hearts we remember all who have died and now rest from their labors. Fill 
us with songs of praise until we too are gathered at your side. God, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
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 Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of 
Jesus, your beloved. Amen. 

 Sharing of the Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you. 

Greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.   
 

THE MEAL                                               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  Offering and Presentation of the Gifts 

Mission Designation October-December  -  Adopt-a-Family/Senior 

   

 Offering Prayer 

Eternal God, 
our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. 

Receive what we offer, 
and all that you entrust to us, 

until hungry no more, all the world is fed, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 


 The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   Do this for 

the remembrance of me.   
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all to drink, saying:   This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 




 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy  
will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,   

and the power,  and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen.  
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

 Invitation and Distribution of Communion 

In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. 
Come, receive what Christ has prepared. 
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Post Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in His grace until He comes again. In the name of the Father,  

and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen. 
 


 Post Communion Prayer 

Holy God, 
we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. 

You continuously seek the lost, 
bind the injured, 

and feed your people abundantly. 
Now send us out, 

awake to your presence, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

THE SENDING                            God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world   

 Closing Hymn 

       “ Crown Him With Many Crowns”   page 11 


Announcements 

Anyone is welcome to make announcements at this time 
 



Blessing and Dismissal  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and the † Son and the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 
 

                                                       Go in peace. Encourage one another.  
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
130 O’Dill Drive,  Norway, Michigan 49870          www.norwaybethany.org  

OFFICE PHONE  906-563-8472        EMAIL  bethanyoffice130@gmailcom 

Pastor Dave Johnson 
PHONE/TEXT 651-769-3365       EMAIL ftp565@yahoo.com 

Copyright Permissions:  

• From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All  rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46211 

• OneLicense.net License #A-722709 

• CCLI—Christian Copyright Licensing #11270064 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ONLINE BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFERING DONATIONS  
are available following these easy steps from our secure Website or Facebook Page 

 

norwaybethany.org:  Click the donate button on  the upper right side of the page to 
directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

facebook.com/BethanyLutheranChurchElca: Click the “Shop Now” button on the upper 
right corner to directly access Bethany’s secure PayPal Account. 
 

MORE SPECIAL WAYS TO GIVE THROUGH YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
Sunday Worship Lectors and Communion Assistants are needed 

Maintenance chores around the facility 
Christian Education Volunteers 

BETHANY WEEKLY EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday 9:00 am Worship, in the Great Room and Facebook Live-Stream/Video 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Community Coffee in Great Room 

9:00 am  Cover Girls in Classroom 

Wednesday 10:30 am Women’s Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday 

7:00 am  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in Great Room 

11:00 am  Women’s Bible Study in Conference Room 

6:30 Pub Theology 


